
 

The LOG Newsletter
June 4, 2026

What's happening in and around the
Village of Hickory Ridge!

Follow us!

Hickory Ridge Block Party
Grants

Plan Your Block Party in Hickory Ridge!
Get ready to connect with your neighbors
and celebrate your community!

Organize a block party—simply choose a
date, complete the application, and share
your invitation with your neighbors.

As a bonus, you can receive a $100 Giant
gift card to help cover party
supplies! Only 15 grants are available for
CA-assessed addresses, and they’re
awarded on a first-come, first-served basis
—so don’t wait!

Applications here!

Cul-de-Sac Beautification
Grants

Join with your neighbors and make a plan
to beautify the center of your cul-de-sac!
Hickory Ridge offers $300 grants to
residents to beautify the center of their cul-
de-sac.

If your grant request is approved, Hickory
Ridge will reimburse up to $300 in
expenses.

Cul-de-sac Grant form must be filled out,
including signatures of adjacent property
owners. A plan must be submitted in order
to receive approval from Howard County.
Bee City plans available from the Village
office.

Applications here!

https://linktr.ee/hickoryridgevillage
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/HR-Block-Party-Grant-Application-FY27-fillable.pdf
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Cul-de-Sac-Beautification-FY27.pdf


Hickory Ridge Pool Party
Saturday, June 27th
6:00 - 8:00 PM
Hawthorn Pool

It's that time of year again! Join us for an
evening of fun in the sun! Pack a picnic,
enjoy some music and savor a sweet treat
from Bruster's Ice Cream. Picnics
encouraged.

This event is open to Hickory Ridge
residents only.

RSVP HERE!

I'd Like To
HELP!

ADOPT A TREE OR THREE
We Need Volunteers

Many of us walk the CA pathways for exercise and to enjoy our
natural habitat. For those who walk in Clemens Crossing, please be
aware that Columbia Association arranged for new trees to be
planted along the pathway that runs from HRBR10 to Cardinal Lane
in Clemens Crossing. This grant funded project is a collaboration
between Howard EcoWorks and Columbia Association. Students
already worked with EcoWorks during spring break to remove
invasive plants in the area. Subsequently over 50 moisture tolerant
trees were planted including bald cypress, sycamore, witch hazel,
black gum, and pin oak. The objective of this work was to reforest
the area since multiple trees had been removed due to disease. 

Now we need a few volunteers who can help maintain the trees. We
would ask for two or three visits to your adopted tree/trees across the
year to remove any tall grass or weeds at the tree base or invasive
vines that try to creep up the wire cage and strangle the tree. If you
would be willing to help please send your contact information to
CARES@hickoryridgevillage.org. We will contact you for an
information session so you know how best to maintain your
adoptee(s).

Join the Resident Architectural Committee!

Are you interested in the housing styles and architecture in Hickory Ridge? Join
the Resident Architectural Committee (RAC)! The RAC reviews exterior
alteration applications for homes in Hickory Ridge. Get to know community
members and learn more about the Village you live in! The RAC meets on the
first and third Wednesdays of the month in a virtual meeting at 7:30pm. In

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScENmNSwPJdNNGWrJqkPvk207JhP3Us-x82tqhSSqBufRSE7Q/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScENmNSwPJdNNGWrJqkPvk207JhP3Us-x82tqhSSqBufRSE7Q/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScENmNSwPJdNNGWrJqkPvk207JhP3Us-x82tqhSSqBufRSE7Q/viewform?usp=header
mailto:CARES@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:CARES@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:CARES@hickoryridgevillage.org


addition, RAC members visit 1 – 4 neighborhood properties in the week before
the meeting as part of the application review process. Interested? Email Tania at
applications@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Farmers' Markets in
HoCo

Howard County is not just city life
in Columbia … we have farmers
who grow great fruits and
vegetables that are truly fresh since
they have not been transported here
from other states. If you are anxious
to take advantage of local produce
here are the markets and the times
they are available:

Fulton: 11788 Scaggsville Rd; Fri/Sat, Apr 17–Nov 21 (10 a.m.–2 p.m.)
Ellicott City (Miller Branch): Wednesdays, May 6–Oct 28 (2–6 p.m.)
Oakland Mills (Columbia): Sundays, May 10–Nov 1 (9 a.m.–1 p.m.)
Clarksville Commons: Saturdays, May 2–Nov 14 (9 a.m.–1 p.m.)
Old Ellicott City (Tiber Park): Saturdays, May 23–Oct 24 (9 a.m.–1 p.m.)
Savage: Washington and Foundry St; Wednesdays, May 27–Oct 28 (4–7 p.m.)
Merriweather District: Thursdays, June 11–Aug 27 (3–7 p.m)

Howard County has also published a list showing what produce is available during each month
HERE.

Who Takes Care of What??

The Village office receives anonymous reports of concerns about a lot of different issues. Often, they are
concerns that can be addressed by the Village, but we also get reports of issues that we cannot address.

The Village Covenants empower the Covenant Advisor to address problems like unmowed grass, peeling
paint and bulk items in a yard. However, the Covenant Advisor is limited by the Covenants as well.

Some issues that ARE NOT included in the Covenants, which would be addressed by other agencies are:
Pet issues (off leash, waste etc.) - Howard County Animal Control
Trees between the sidewalk and the street - Bureau of Highways
Street issues like pot holes or a sign down -Bureau of Highways
Columbia Association Open Space (paths, bridges, tot lots, playgrounds) -
open.space@columbiaassociation.org
Street light outage - BGE reporting tool

Some issue are on HOA property. If you live in a townhome or condo community, your HOA would
handle the following:

parking issues
mailbox issues
trash or trash cans on islands/collection points
carports
common property of the HOA

https://howardcountyeda.org/wp-content/uploads/farmersmarketcard2026_final_Page_2_Image_0001.jpg
https://howardcountyeda.org/wp-content/uploads/farmersmarketcard2026_final_Page_2_Image_0001.jpg
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/governing-documents/
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/police/animal-control
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/public-works/tree-maintenance
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/public-works/bureau-highways
mailto:open.space@columbiaassociation.org
https://bge-quat.streetlightoutages.com/public/default.html


Find contact information for HOAs on the Hickory Ridge website here.

Columbia Card = DISCOUNT

If you live on CA-assessed property but aren’t a
CA member, you can request a free Columbia
Card to access CA facilities at a reduced, pay-as-
you-go rate. As a Columbia Cardholder, you’ll
get discounts at CA’s pools, tennis courts, and
golf courses, as well as on group fitness classes
and kids’ programs.

SUMMER BONUS: Columbia Cardholders
receive 4 single-use guest passes per family on
their Columbia Cardholder accounts. These guest
passes are automatically added. The passes can
be used at any of CA’s 23 outdoor pools
throughout the summer, Monday – Thursday
only (excluding Holidays). They cannot be used
at other Columbia Association facilities or
programs.

To get your Columbia Card, please fill out the
form here. You can also reach out to CA’s
Customer Care Team via email at
CustomerCare@ColumbiaAssociation.org or by
calling 410-730-1801, option 6.

If A Tree Falls...
﻿
Maryland follows the Massachusetts
fallen tree law, which explains who is
responsible for a tree that falls on a
neighbor's yard. A neighbor is not
liable for a healthy tree falling down
during a major storm event, even if it
falls on someone else's property...On
the other hand, if the neighbor’s tree
was diseased or decayed, was known
to be at risk of falling and the neighbor
ignored it, there could be negligence
and liability. Either way, if you have
homeowner’s insurance, the insurance
companies will sort out fault and
blame.

 

Hickory Ridge Community
Association Upcoming Meetings

June 8: Board meeting *
June 17: RAC meeting *
June 18: CARES meeting *
*virtual meeting

Meeting Information

 

 

Questions for
CARES
Committee?

The Community Action
and Resources for
Environmental
Stewardship (CARES)
Committee will answer your environmental
sustainability questions! Email questions to
cares@hickoryridgevillage.org and CARES
will answer. Some questions with answers
may be featured in future issues of The Log!

Community Mailboxes

The community mailboxes are property of the
United States Postal service. If the mailbox
your mail is delivered to is in need of
attention, find more information here under
"Community News."

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/covenants/resale-documents/
https://columbiaassociation.org/sports-recreation/membership/columbia-card-kiosk/
https://columbiaassociation.org/sports-recreation/membership/columbia-card-kiosk/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/events/calendar/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/


﻿L
et'
s
H
av
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a Party!

The Hawthorn Center is a lovely location to
celebrate life's moments. Whether it's a
birthday, shower, wedding or retirement party,
we would love to help you host your event.
Call or submit a rental inquiry for more
information.

Submit Inquiry

 

Who Handles What?
﻿
Want to know who handles what—Columbia
Association, Howard County Government, or
the Columbia Village Community
Associations? Click HERE to see a simple
breakdown.

Want To Make Some Extra Cash This Summer?

Hickory Ridge has a babysitting list and a dog walkers list, but we could
use some folks for a lawn mowing/light yard work list. If you are
interested in offering your services, please send your name and contact
info (email, cell number) to events@hickoryridgevillage.org. Your
information will be listed in a future issue of the newsletter.

Fireflies in
the Village!

At twilight and the
evening hours, look
up towards the
treetops and down

to your toes, and there you will find one of
summer’s delights — the ‘firefly,’ also known as
the ‘lightning bug.’ Its scientific name is
Lampyridae, and it’s a beetle, not a ‘fly’ or a ‘bug.’
Their flickering ‘bioluminescence’ is ‘efficient’
since it produces no heat, and its flashing signals
are unique patterns that attract a partner. Among
the over 2000 species worldwide, Maryland has
about 25 different species.
Fireflies deposit their eggs in moist soil or leaf
litter, then survive on consuming snails, slugs and
worms as larvae. After the larvae transform in the
soil, they emerge as adults to reproduce, bringing
joy and inspiration to the world around us.

Scientists have observed declines in the firefly
population because of habitat loss, light pollution
and pesticides. However, you can still attract more

﻿A Smarter Way to Age in
Place
﻿
Need a place to live, but looking to
make a connection? Want a roommate,
but not sure how to start?

HoCo Home Share is a free program
that matches homeowners who have a
room to spare with local residents
seeking housing. Program staff use a
smart, automated platform to identify
strong potential matches based on
personal profiles and preferences, then
guide both parties through introductions,

https://portal.dubsado.com/public/form/view/670efbd275ddaf003abb5b44?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeWdyVFlNZ1VDTVBZbm9XdAEeO3QU6-2EXTghMhHd1pwFH-3DEXHhTuPZLxgsxhNud-3ZHmDcAAEXvB3N_dM_aem_7CwEqhX6WeWXbIg6xmejbQ
https://columbiaassociation.org/about-us/who-handles-what/
https://bridges2hs.org/hoco-home-share/


fireflies to your own backyard by decreasing
outdoor lighting at night and allowing a patch of
leaf litter in your yard without pesticides to be a
place where it’s safe for their eggs and their food
supply.

To find out more about fireflies, visit the
University of Maryland Extension “In a Flash”
found here.

A good children’s story is Fireflies in the Night by
Judy Hawes, and for older children and adults, The
Fireflies Book by Brett Ortler.

You may email pics and videos of fireflies you
have seen to CARES@hickoryridgevillage.org and
we will be sure to post them on the Village's social
media! Show us your Hickory Ridge fireflies!

development of a home-sharing
agreement, and the leasing process.

The program is managed by Bridges to
Housing Stability, a nonprofit
organization that has provided housing
services to Howard County residents for
35 years.
  
For more information: 
Program Details 
Contact the program staff at (410) 312-
5760 x121 or email
HoCoHomeShare@bridges2hs.org 

﻿To apply to the program:  
Homeowner Application 
Home Seeker (Renter) Application 

Curbside Collections - Trash & Recycling
NEW! 5:00am Summer Start Time
Starting June 22nd, all curbside collections will begin at 5:00am. In
compliance with Maryland heat stress regulations, curbside collections
will begin 1 hour earlier to beat the summer heat.
Please make sure all items for recycling, yard trim, food scraps and trash
are at the curb by 5:00am, or the night before to ensure collection.

Trucks cannot return for items that are set out after the truck has serviced
the area.

Columbia Association Mapping &
Geographic Information Systems

Check out the new Mapping & Geographic Information
System (GIS) Resources page for Columbia
Association! You can download maps, discover
interactive apps and use the information provided to
explore the Columbia community. Find tot lots, fun

activities, pool information and more! Find out information about Open Space projects and download
maps and other information.

Discover CA Here!

https://marylandgrows.umd.edu/2023/06/12/in-a-flash-how-you-can-help-fireflies/
https://marylandgrows.umd.edu/2023/06/12/in-a-flash-how-you-can-help-fireflies/
https://bridges2hs.org/
https://bridges2hs.org/
https://bridges2hs.org/hoco-home-share/
mailto:HoCoHomeShare@bridges2hs.org
https://bridges2hs.smartmatchapp.com/sf20
https://bridges2hs.smartmatchapp.com/sf19
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__zwhcp5gbb.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001zFb9gIGZ5sdvwQ1eqpEtQoTkomi4OEyOePz-5FqH-2DuQ8KX-2DQ1jWyHYYpvXwQUt-5Fy8pHyVF4dV2-5FLo506TUbJT2V3QIiED99BLTuxeijebZb0mjxF5OLBm8f6rdfQ2Zb8tTxU7hp77nZT2OFe9IDpPlo9deP8VNPYeqAKPBlyGoEiRzoo1L6Cl9KpD51B63od2xU-5FLfMLwQb85hjMQVeantvw-3D-3D-26c-3DRpfEV7FgyZ9pDrfojCma-5F3A4NwrgspACqMST-2DCtL25UfK8w9oRpMIA-3D-3D-26ch-3Db1nNOobg9OF8g4KQExfm-2DKs3OGrA1rxsxGYl2xmpCC2rNWmIKKB9xg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=E64aMo4Dz6fay690NQaMge1EjzVZf3ipI7L7dKRECUg&m=Pm_AIb47rVa_hMEcRfu1Qa7vo8PgVtZm3tFkdf49osLUg8EqN0UedY_pAz7suFut&s=1j9fKHzcxu9uKQhvEOKCkx3KsJfPK4JTJvEIO9ciLk4&e=
https://columbiaassociation.org/open-space/development/mapping-gis-resources/






2026 HoCo Resource Guide For Older
Adults Now Available

Howard County residents are embracing new
opportunities to live longer and thrive, and the Office on
Aging & Independence (OAI) helps ensure those added
years are healthy, connected and secure.

With this in mind, they’ve updated the Resource Guide
for Older Adults, Adults with Disabilities and
Caregivers with programs and services for older adults of
all ages and abilities, including wellness and prevention
programs, caregiver and benefits support, nutrition and
housing options, dementia-friendly initiatives,
transportation, and opportunities to stay active and
engaged.

Pick up a copy at your local 50+ Center or view the 2026
Resource Guide online.

Petsitters in Hickory Ridge

If you live in Hickory Ridge, you pet
sit and would like to be included in
the pet sitter list in the next edition of
The Log, please email
events@hickoryridgevillage.org.

﻿Please note that the list below are
individuals with experience and
interest in pet sitting but are not vetted
by this office.

Pet sitter List
*Za’ir Scarborough:443-362-0128

*Vanessa Castro
Twopugz.dogcare@gmail.com
 
*Jae Johnson: jjohns4728@gmail.com

*Saloomeh Khodami: 6674792858,
Dog walking only, Availability:
Afternoons

Babysitters in Hickory Ridge

If you live in Hickory Ridge, you babysit and
would like to be included in the babysitter list in
the next edition of The Log, please email
events@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Please note that the list below are
individuals with experience and interest in pet
sitting but are not vetted by this office.

Baby sitter List
*Gloribeth "Glory" Gancedo: 305-224-2095

*Kailyn Shaw: kailynshaw@yahoo.com

*Zandi Jera: sunsetjera@yahoo.com

*Shamiso Dzvairo: sunsetjera@yahoo.com

*Jos Dumont: jos.pierre.dumont@gmail.com

*Sofia Blose 410-707-0332

*Christine Chen:
NH8ChristineS@gmail.com

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence/newsletters-publications
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence/newsletters-publications
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence/newsletters-publications
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence/newsletters-publications
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence/newsletters-publications
mailto:Twopugz.dogcare@gmail.com


*Gita Ehssan: 6674792855,
Availability: Afternoons

*Amanda Kirkpatrick: "Loving Care
When You’re Not There":
amandakirkpatrick1990@gmail.com

*Beth Roberts:
bcaitlynl.8@gmail.com

*Carolina Stiefel: 443-467-5811

*Sydney Daniel: danielsydney75@gmail.com

*Kasey LaWall: 301-275-4623

*Le'Mia Tyree: lemia.tyree@gmail.com

*Mia Fatuzzo: miaholdenfatuzzo@gmail.com

*Aisha Bamidele: aisha_bamidele@yahoo.com

*Yocheved Englander: 443-574-5332

*Daynisha Holloway: daynishah@yahoo.com

*Hermione Bransford: chelsinoelle@gmail.com

*Daphne Richardson: 443-750-1151

*Grace (Stevie) Brown:
g.lombard2583@gmail.com

*Za’ir Scarborough:443-362-0128

*Jae Johnson: jjohns4728@gmail.com

*Gita Ehssan: 6674792855, Availability:
Afternoons



Letter of Compliance

If you are putting your house on the market, request a Letter of Compliance
well in advance of a settlement date. It's best to make the request when the
house is put on the market. This letter is not required, but it is a valuable tool
for sellers because it verifies that your property is in compliance with the
Hickory Ridge Covenants. Any covenant violations on your property become the responsibility of
the new owner, so home buyers often request a Letter of Compliance from the Seller. Request
forms are available on the Sellers and Buyers page of our website and at the Village Office.
Questions? Email applications@hickoryridgevillage.org.

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/covenants/resale-documents/
mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org


Who Do I Call?
Check out the Useful
Information page on the
Hickory Ridge website. There
are phone number and/or links to
various resources.

See Click Fix

See Click Fix is an interactive website for
Howard County residents to report issues to
the County. Issues include, but are not
limited to, roadway issues, missing street
signs or fallen street signs, street tree issues,
potholes, cracked sidewalks, etc. THIS IS
NOT a site for 911 emergencies or police or
fire issues.

See Click Fix

CA Open Space Questions or
Concerns?

If you have questions or concerns about
Columbia Association Open Space areas,
contact CA Open Space directly by calling
410-312-6330 or by emailing
Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Columbia Association (CA) Open Space
project information is now available online
via CA's Project & Access Dashboard. Visit
columbiaassociation.org/open-
space/development/real-estate-services/
and click on the Dashboard. You can view
various projects, access, and requests
currently taking place on CA Open Space.

HoCo Crime Statistics Map
Howard County has interactive maps with
information about properties and
neighborhoods. One is the Crime Statistics
map. It used to be that the Howard County
Police would have to put these statistics
together for us, but now they are available at

CA Community Programs
You’ve made Columbia your home. You’re
part of a unique and diverse community, and
that certainly has its benefits. At Columbia
Association, it’s their mission to foster a
unique sense of place and enhance the quality

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
mailto:Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org
http://columbiaassociation.org/open-space/development/real-estate-services/
http://columbiaassociation.org/open-space/development/real-estate-services/


our fingertips. Check out the Crime
Statistics map.

Crime Statistics Map

of life. Take a moment to explore some of
their many options.

Community Programs

Paid Advertisements
We offer very affordable advertising rates! For information on placing an advertisement in The Log, please
email manager@hickoryridgevillage.org.

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiODhkYzI0OGUtYzUwZi00OWYzLThmNmYtMDhjNTQwMDJiOTc5IiwidCI6IjA1MzgxMzA4LTAzNjYtNGJiNy1hOTViLTk1MzA0YmQxMWE1OCJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiODhkYzI0OGUtYzUwZi00OWYzLThmNmYtMDhjNTQwMDJiOTc5IiwidCI6IjA1MzgxMzA4LTAzNjYtNGJiNy1hOTViLTk1MzA0YmQxMWE1OCJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiODhkYzI0OGUtYzUwZi00OWYzLThmNmYtMDhjNTQwMDJiOTc5IiwidCI6IjA1MzgxMzA4LTAzNjYtNGJiNy1hOTViLTk1MzA0YmQxMWE1OCJ9
https://columbiaassociation.org/community-program/
mailto:manager@hickoryridgevillage.org
https://columbiatreeandlawn.net/
https://columbiatreeandlawn.net/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/rentals/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/rentals/
https://www.childledspeech.com/
https://www.childledspeech.com/


Hickory Ridge Community Association
410-730-7327

The Hawthorn Center
6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia MD 21044

Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9:30am - 5pm, Fri 9:30am - 3:30pm

HIckory Ridge Community Association

Hickory Ridge Village Board

Mariah Robertson, Chair

Shane Lease, Vice Chair

Skye Anderson

Mark Covington

Lynn Hannan

CA Representative

Micajah McGarity

Village Staff
Laura Mayton, Village Manager
Tania Tavares, Covenant Advisor
Devora Wilkinson, Covenant Advisor
Open Position, Events Coordinator
Heather Harvanek, Facility Coordinator
Beth Roberts, Office Assistant
John Pongracz, Facility Assistant
Ellen Gallagher Roberts, Facility Assistant
Daniel Nairn, Facility Assistant
Erica Carpio, Facility Assistant
Tiwana & Ed Nicholson, Custodians

Village Services

Rentals of The
Hawthorn Center
Covenant
Enquiries
Information &
referral
B/W and color
Copies
Notary Public -
Please call for an
appointment.
Free classified
newsletter ad
Fax
Special Events

Please note: fees may apply.
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