
 

The LOG Newsletter
April 16, 2026

What's happening in and around the
Village of Hickory Ridge!

Follow us!

In-person Candidate
Forum

Join the candidates for the
Columbia Council, Skye Anderson
and Micajah “Mike” McGarity, for
the Candidate Forum at The
Hawthorn Center on Thursday,
April 16 at 7:00pm.

This in-person Forum will allow
residents to ask candidates
questions. Come a few minutes
early to sign up!

We hope to see you there!

﻿The Election Committee will
moderate the Forum.

﻿
﻿What did the Village Board do this
week?
﻿
The Village Board meets on the second Monday of each
month at 7:30pm. The five members of the Board
oversee the governance of the community. At their last
meeting on April 13, they did the following:

Approved $820 donations to each of the local
organizations listed below,
Heard a report from Chris Clem, the Columbia
Association liaison to the Board,
Discussed concerns brought to the Board by
residents,
And, in a closed session, reviewed the
performance of the Village Manager.

There are three open seats on the Board starting May 1.
If you would be interested in joining this organization,
please send a letter of interest to Laura at
manager@hickoryridgevillage.org by April 30, 2026.

https://linktr.ee/hickoryridgevillage


Hickory Ridge Election!

Columbia Council Seat Is A Contested
Race

Two candidates are running for one seat on
the Columbia Council (AKA CA Board of
Directors):

Skye Anderson
Micajah McGarity

Hickory Ridge Village Board

Two candidates submitted for five seats on
the Village Board.

CARES Corner:
Reusable Shopping Bags

Have you ever wondered if the county’s
nickel fee for using plastic bags has been
effective? A study was done by the Sierra
Club and the Less Plastic Please
organization showing that plastic bag usage
among shoppers dropped from 75.7% in
2019 to 40.3% in 2023, a decline of nearly
half from levels seen before the plastic bag
fee took effect. The number of plastic bags
used continues to decrease as shoppers
choose paper bags or bring their own
reusable bags for their purchases.



Mark Covington
Mariah Robertson

These Board members can appoint
additional members to the Board after they
are officially seated as the FY27 Village
Board.

Important dates:

TONIGHT:
Thursday, April 16, 7:00pm
Candidates Night, In-Person at The
Hawthorn Center, Unscripted

Friday, April 24, 5:30 - 7:30pm
Community Celebration, The Hawthorn
Center parking lot! Native plant giveaway!
Cast your vote! Food trucks! Music and
fun!

VOTE! VOTE VOTE!
Saturday, April 25th 9:00pm - 12:00pm,
Election Day/Annual Meeting. Annual
meeting convenes at 12:00pm after the
election concludes.

Since Howard County established the
practice over $3 million has been deposited
in a special Disposable Plastics Reduction
Fund (not the grocery residents. general
fund). One of the approved uses of the fund
is to provide reusable bags “predominantly
to vulnerable individuals.” Since the
beginning of the program, Howard County
has provided 25,536 reusable bags to
Howard County residents. In addition the
money funds other environmental projects
in the community. For a detailed list see the
Annual Bag Fee report.

If you do not yet own reusable bags,
consider the following before you choose
one: The bag should be durable, have
comfortable handles, have a sturdy flat base
and be easy to pack and unpack. Here is a
study from last year that lists a few of the
reasons why.

View the FY27 Draft
Budget

The Fiscal Year 2027 draft budget
has been approved by the Village
Board.

Submit comments and questions to
board@hickoryridgevillage.org.

A Smarter Way to Age
in Place
﻿
Need a place to live, but looking
to make a connection? Want a
roommate, but not sure how to start?

HoCo Home Share is a free program that matches
homeowners who have a room to spare with local
residents seeking housing. Program staff use a smart,
automated platform to identify strong potential matches
based on personal profiles and preferences, then guide
both parties through introductions, development of a
home-sharing agreement, and the leasing process.

The program is managed by Bridges to Housing
Stability, a nonprofit organization that has provided
housing services to Howard County residents for 35
years.
  
For more information: 
Program Details 
Contact the program staff at (410) 312-5760 x121 or
email HoCoHomeShare@bridges2hs.org 

﻿To apply to the program:  
Homeowner Application 
Home Seeker (Renter) Application 

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/finance/resource/fy25-annual-bag-fee-report
https://www.seriouseats.com/best-reusable-grocery-bags-8600152
https://www.seriouseats.com/best-reusable-grocery-bags-8600152
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/DRAFT-FY27-budget-public.pdf
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/DRAFT-FY27-budget-public.pdf
https://bridges2hs.org/hoco-home-share/
https://bridges2hs.org/
https://bridges2hs.org/
https://bridges2hs.org/hoco-home-share/
mailto:HoCoHomeShare@bridges2hs.org
https://bridges2hs.smartmatchapp.com/sf20
https://bridges2hs.smartmatchapp.com/sf19


 

Hickory Ridge Community
Association Upcoming Meetings

April 16: CARES meeting *
April 25: Annual meeting/Election
April 27: Board meeting
May 6: RAC meeting *
*virtual meeting

Meeting Information

 

Questions for
CARES
Committee?

The Community Action
and Resources for
Environmental
Stewardship (CARES)
Committee will answer your environmental
sustainability questions! Email questions to
cares@hickoryridgevillage.org and CARES
will answer. Some questions with answers
may be featured in future issues of The Log!

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/events/calendar/


 

﻿Let's Have a Party!

The Hawthorn Center is a lovely location to
celebrate life's moments. Whether it's a
birthday, shower, wedding or retirement party,
we would love to help you host your event.
Call or submit a rental inquiry for more
information.

Submit Inquiry

 

Community Mailboxes

The community mailboxes are property of the
United States Postal service. If the mailbox
your mail is delivered to is in need of
attention, find more information here under
"Community News."

Who Handles What?
﻿
Want to know who handles what—Columbia
Association, Howard County Government, or
the Columbia Village Community
Associations? Click HERE to see a simple
breakdown.

New Pollinator Meadow in Clary's Forest!

Perhaps you've heard about the decreasing number of
butterflies and bees in the area? Fewer pollinators can
have a negative impact on our ecosystem and food
supply. Your Hickory Ridge Village (HRV) CARES
Committee recently sent a HRV board-approved proposal
to the Columbia Association requesting a pollinator
garden in the Clary’s Forest circle. The proposed area,
which is currently home to invasive plants, will be
replanted with native plants that will attract butterflies
and bees. We also requested that the field be maintained
so children will have room to play. CA approved the idea
and proposed expanding it to a pollinator meadow with
native trees added to the mix. While we do not have a
firm time-line for completion, CA started work the week
of 30 Mar removing the invasive plants and prepping the
area for planting. A sign marks the area to be planted. The
CARES team will track progress and report back,
hopefully with pictures.

Upcoming Events!
Please RSVP to events@hickoryridgevillage.org

https://portal.dubsado.com/public/form/view/670efbd275ddaf003abb5b44?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeWdyVFlNZ1VDTVBZbm9XdAEeO3QU6-2EXTghMhHd1pwFH-3DEXHhTuPZLxgsxhNud-3ZHmDcAAEXvB3N_dM_aem_7CwEqhX6WeWXbIg6xmejbQ
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/
https://columbiaassociation.org/about-us/who-handles-what/


Flower Story Time
April 21st & 22nd at 9:30am
The Hawthorn Center

﻿Families are invited to join us for a flower-
themed Story Time! Enjoy blooming tales,
creative flower-inspired crafts, and delightful
snacks. It’s free to attend, and everyone is
welcome! 🌸

Butterfly Story Time
May 12th & 13th @9:30am
The Hawthorn Center

Families are invited to join us for a Butterfly
Story Time! Flutter into a world of enchanting
butterfly tales, create colorful butterfly-inspired
crafts, and enjoy delightful snacks. It’s free to
attend, and everyone is welcome!

Join the Little Patuxent Review at The Hawthorn Center for The Author
Next Door on Tuesday, April 21, 2026, at 7:00pm. RSVP here.

https://littlepatuxentreview.org/


https://littlepatuxentreview.org/
https://littlepatuxentreview.org/




2026 HoCo Resource Guide For Older
Adults Now Available

Howard County residents are embracing new
opportunities to live longer and thrive, and the Office on
Aging & Independence (OAI) helps ensure those added
years are healthy, connected and secure.

With this in mind, they’ve updated the Resource Guide
for Older Adults, Adults with Disabilities and
Caregivers with programs and services for older adults of
all ages and abilities, including wellness and prevention
programs, caregiver and benefits support, nutrition and
housing options, dementia-friendly initiatives,
transportation, and opportunities to stay active and
engaged.

Pick up a copy at your local 50+ Center or view the 2026
Resource Guide online.

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence/newsletters-publications
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence/newsletters-publications
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence/newsletters-publications
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence/newsletters-publications
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/aging-independence/newsletters-publications


SwiBits Sundays--Columbia Swim Center

Swibits Sundays are back at the Columbia Swim Center every
Sunday from 11am - 4pm. Come ready to bounce, slide, climb, and
splash your way through the inflatable obstacle course - it’s high-
energy fun for kids, teens, and adults.

Click HERE for more information.

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__z6wbufjab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001nYsD0P0q8iDiAC-2DOTYHTkG8LDRXnTKg3fyMbN0KqQZgya77CB1rbIuh0H0UaRF-2DCIIl0aMo5EgoVBea042hozh1yifjUZjBQg4JnCxUOYb-5FRPHOSrTTHtHwIRtN89xApyvid33AVivcDGksQR9pRhjd1hHB-2Dc8oxDwwlmuw216gfMgu5ZhzJbpby5n5-5F-5FD3NUvlGu1eK0cqpgYWR9tSmOucmEEjJwCDzyCyC4LmQkFrjY-5FpcRKylg1wY5kMfCbOKMhl9AjLmT1l89ZuQy-5FcGhQ-3D-3D-26c-3DkLgKUqCfo1f-5Fg8NelHkEPOpy2vgmEH8Usr4EBYvcYF20AUY8Bsn9iQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DaDCNA8MYhyp0I-5FsfkGhxOcyyfJ4otH9u4I7QXPhqRS-2Drvn4fwGOkyA-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=452DGodnDhytl32oHtvoDD5dc14Ao3DAgB_OUPIGGWk&m=A8cOOhtP6XCLmym0bWHp44PBu9Fze4qJQP7IaLCZyijh2VtfJIfN_uzOLpABvKKE&s=PxGjiAdsWdP0yRDUmiE215XO4WzxwHjqQpkVRtB5nSw&e=


CA Lifeguards Needed

Columbia Association (CA) is looking for new lifeguards and pool
managers in our community. CA team members enjoy flexible
hours, a fun work environment, competitive pay, and a free CA
Fit&Play membership — including pools, gyms, and much more!

﻿The first step in the process is to apply HERE.

https://columbiaassociation.org/about-us/careers/aquatics/


Petsitters in Hickory Ridge

If you live in Hickory Ridge, you pet
sit and would like to be included in
the pet sitter list in the next edition of
The Log, please email
events@hickoryridgevillage.org.

﻿Please note that the list below are
individuals with experience and
interest in pet sitting but are not vetted
by this office.

Pet sitter List
*Za’ir Scarborough:443-362-0128

*Vanessa Castro
Twopugz.dogcare@gmail.com
 
*Jae Johnson: jjohns4728@gmail.com

*Saloomeh Khodami: 6674792858,
Dog walking only, Availability:
Afternoons

*Gita Ehssan: 6674792855,
Availability: Afternoons

*Amanda Kirkpatrick: "Loving Care
When You’re Not There":
amandakirkpatrick1990@gmail.com

*Beth Roberts:
bcaitlynl.8@gmail.com

Babysitters in Hickory Ridge

If you live in Hickory Ridge, you babysit and
would like to be included in the babysitter list in
the next edition of The Log, please email
events@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Please note that the list below are
individuals with experience and interest in pet
sitting but are not vetted by this office.

Baby sitter List
*Gloribeth "Glory" Gancedo: 305-224-2095

*Kailyn Shaw: kailynshaw@yahoo.com

*Zandi Jera: sunsetjera@yahoo.com

*Shamiso Dzvairo: sunsetjera@yahoo.com

*Jos Dumont: jos.pierre.dumont@gmail.com

*Sofia Blose 410-707-0332

*Christine Chen:
NH8ChristineS@gmail.com

*Carolina Stiefel: 443-467-5811

*Sydney Daniel: danielsydney75@gmail.com

*Kasey LaWall: 301-275-4623

*Le'Mia Tyree: lemia.tyree@gmail.com

*Mia Fatuzzo: miaholdenfatuzzo@gmail.com

*Aisha Bamidele: aisha_bamidele@yahoo.com

*Yocheved Englander: 443-574-5332

*Daynisha Holloway: daynishah@yahoo.com

*Hermione Bransford: chelsinoelle@gmail.com

*Daphne Richardson: 443-750-1151

*Grace (Stevie) Brown:
g.lombard2583@gmail.com

*Za’ir Scarborough:443-362-0128

mailto:Twopugz.dogcare@gmail.com


*Jae Johnson: jjohns4728@gmail.com

*Gita Ehssan: 6674792855, Availability:
Afternoons

Letter of Compliance

If you are putting your house on the market, request a Letter of Compliance
well in advance of a settlement date. It's best to make the request when the
house is put on the market. This letter is not required, but it is a valuable tool
for sellers because it verifies that your property is in compliance with the
Hickory Ridge Covenants. Any covenant violations on your property become the responsibility of
the new owner, so home buyers often request a Letter of Compliance from the Seller. Request
forms are available on the Sellers and Buyers page of our website and at the Village Office.
Questions? Email applications@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Who Do I Call?
Check out the Useful
Information page on the
Hickory Ridge website. There
are phone number and/or links to
various resources.

Columbia Association and Howard County

See Click Fix

See Click Fix is an interactive website for
Howard County residents to report issues to
the County. Issues include, but are not
limited to, roadway issues, missing street

CA Open Space Questions or
Concerns?

If you have questions or concerns about
Columbia Association Open Space areas,
contact CA Open Space directly by calling
410-312-6330 or by emailing
Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Columbia Association (CA) Open Space
project information is now available online

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/covenants/resale-documents/
mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
mailto:Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org


signs or fallen street signs, street tree issues,
potholes, cracked sidewalks, etc. THIS IS
NOT a site for 911 emergencies or police or
fire issues.

See Click Fix

via CA's Project & Access Dashboard. Visit
columbiaassociation.org/open-
space/development/real-estate-services/
and click on the Dashboard. You can view
various projects, access, and requests
currently taking place on CA Open Space.

HoCo Crime Statistics Map
Howard County has interactive maps with
information about properties and
neighborhoods. One is the Crime Statistics
map. It used to be that the Howard County
Police would have to put these statistics
together for us, but now they are available at
our fingertips. Check out the Crime
Statistics map.

Crime Statistics Map

CA Community Programs
You’ve made Columbia your home. You’re
part of a unique and diverse community, and
that certainly has its benefits. At Columbia
Association, it’s their mission to foster a
unique sense of place and enhance the quality
of life. Take a moment to explore some of
their many options.

Community Programs

Paid Advertisements
We offer very affordable advertising rates! For information on placing an advertisement in The Log, please
email manager@hickoryridgevillage.org.

http://columbiaassociation.org/open-space/development/real-estate-services/
http://columbiaassociation.org/open-space/development/real-estate-services/
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiODhkYzI0OGUtYzUwZi00OWYzLThmNmYtMDhjNTQwMDJiOTc5IiwidCI6IjA1MzgxMzA4LTAzNjYtNGJiNy1hOTViLTk1MzA0YmQxMWE1OCJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiODhkYzI0OGUtYzUwZi00OWYzLThmNmYtMDhjNTQwMDJiOTc5IiwidCI6IjA1MzgxMzA4LTAzNjYtNGJiNy1hOTViLTk1MzA0YmQxMWE1OCJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiODhkYzI0OGUtYzUwZi00OWYzLThmNmYtMDhjNTQwMDJiOTc5IiwidCI6IjA1MzgxMzA4LTAzNjYtNGJiNy1hOTViLTk1MzA0YmQxMWE1OCJ9
https://columbiaassociation.org/community-program/
mailto:manager@hickoryridgevillage.org
https://www.childledspeech.com/
https://www.childledspeech.com/


Hickory Ridge Community Association
410-730-7327

The Hawthorn Center
6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia MD 21044

Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9:30am - 5pm, Fri 9:30am - 3:30pm

HIckory Ridge Community Association

Hickory Ridge Village Board

Kristine Amari

Mark Covington
Vice Chair

Steve Hannan
Chair

Micajah McGarity

Mariah Robertson

Village Staff
Laura Mayton, Village Manager
Tania Tavares, Covenant Advisor
Devora Wilkinson, Covenant Advisor
Emily Rieger, Events Coordinator
Heather Harvanek, Facility Coordinator
John Pongracz, Facility Assistant
Ellen Gallagher Roberts, Facility Assistant
Daniel Nairn, Facility Assistant
Erica Carpio, Facility Assistant
Tiwana & Ed Nicholson, Custodians

Village Services

Rentals of The
Hawthorn Center
Covenant
Enquiries
Information &
referral
B/W and color
Copies
Notary Public -
Please call for an
appointment.

https://howardpaintingmd.net/
https://howardpaintingmd.net/
https://columbiatreeandlawn.net/
https://columbiatreeandlawn.net/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/rentals/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/rentals/
https://linktr.ee/hickoryridgevillage
mailto:board@hrvboard.org
mailto:kristine@hrvboard.org
mailto:mark@hrvboard.org
mailto:steve@hrvboard.org
mailto:mike@hrvboard.org
mailto:mariah@hrvboard.org
mailto:manager@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:devora@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:events@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:facility@hickoryridgevillage.org


CA Representative

Skye Anderson

Free classified
newsletter ad
Fax
Special Events
Story Times

Please note: fees may apply.
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