
 

The LOG Newsletter
February 19, 2026

What's happening in and around the
Village of Hickory Ridge!

Follow us!

The Village Needs You!

Hickory Ridge is seeking volunteers to run for the Village Board
and Columbia Council. Our Village is at its best when residents
participate! Find more information on the Village Board page of
the website. Read the Candidate's Handbook and volunteer to run
today!

Completed candidate packets are due no later than 5:00pm on Monday, March 16, 2026.

Absentee ballots will start arriving in mailboxes in early April and the Annual Meeting/Election will be
held on Saturday, April 25, 2026, 9:00am - 12:00pm at The Hawthorn Center.

Save these dates!

Join candidates for the Candidate Forums:

Monday, April 6: First Candidate Forum, 7:00 – 9:00pm, scripted, virtual
Thursday, April 16: Second Candidate Forum, 7:00pm, unscripted, in-person at The Hawthorn
Center
Join us for the Hickory Ridge Community Celebration on Friday, April 24, 5:30 - 7:30pm!

Do you have questions for Village Board or Columbia Council candidates? Submit your questions
today! 

https://linktr.ee/hickoryridgevillage
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__bagfajiab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001NKB4oqe3xSmtAtPNjWiPrAbsPJT1uyMC9g5SF3PqbfMCH-5FCoOVfgrHhfdGh-2DB3OjM-5FIxFhYydY-2DQEhEqvYTBUHjpw1AFkOulWW63dM1-5FmS0KUxRbA4PZ-2DM8-2DShtg4OTzuCb-5FJFHb8o8DdK-2DwSKxVFJZo0jPmyHolHx7tQtfGtC1t5X5Ovzah3Q-3D-3D-26c-3DutnxbtfGpk1oMar4fusX2Fxx0eUVCdExW8bxvRePA5OIaxScP1ZjzQ-3D-3D-26ch-3D8H9SGpj3AbaNTyX6VQthrd-2Dfo8dMyUPiZDfr1qcEleRkM1isqBqIhA-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=452DGodnDhytl32oHtvoDD5dc14Ao3DAgB_OUPIGGWk&m=HZ7GVNOwiJi0GQHDCIXgpfX-7KJ5HILDicZegzX6XSByer2P_LrbHzzlRZs4NDRk&s=Y3rDgsRAbEwairUar0XqppSC0F6ngpcaEiYSv6jrj0A&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__bagfajiab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001NKB4oqe3xSmtAtPNjWiPrAbsPJT1uyMC9g5SF3PqbfMCH-5FCoOVfgrHhfdGh-2DB3OjM-5FIxFhYydY-2DQEhEqvYTBUHjpw1AFkOulWW63dM1-5FmS0KUxRbA4PZ-2DM8-2DShtg4OTzuCb-5FJFHb8o8DdK-2DwSKxVFJZo0jPmyHolHx7tQtfGtC1t5X5Ovzah3Q-3D-3D-26c-3DutnxbtfGpk1oMar4fusX2Fxx0eUVCdExW8bxvRePA5OIaxScP1ZjzQ-3D-3D-26ch-3D8H9SGpj3AbaNTyX6VQthrd-2Dfo8dMyUPiZDfr1qcEleRkM1isqBqIhA-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=452DGodnDhytl32oHtvoDD5dc14Ao3DAgB_OUPIGGWk&m=HZ7GVNOwiJi0GQHDCIXgpfX-7KJ5HILDicZegzX6XSByer2P_LrbHzzlRZs4NDRk&s=Y3rDgsRAbEwairUar0XqppSC0F6ngpcaEiYSv6jrj0A&e=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOg6WhgYtU_liKQdmMDuh1yBJSZgJDGdDxQf4nrWNhPJ00ZQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOg6WhgYtU_liKQdmMDuh1yBJSZgJDGdDxQf4nrWNhPJ00ZQ/viewform


Join the Election
Committee!

We’re looking for dedicated residents
to volunteer on the Election
Committee for the 2026 Annual
Meeting & Election Day in the Village
of Hickory Ridge.

Each April, our community elects
Village Board Members and a
Columbia Council Representative —
and we need your help to ensure a fair
and smooth election process!

As a Committee Member, You’ll:
Help plan and moderate
Candidate Nights

CARES Corner: Free Tree Canopy
Program

﻿
Free trees and no planting? Sound too good to be
true? It’s not! HoCo’s Tree Canopy Program was
created to improve environmental equity through
focused tree planting in communities. The Tree
Canopy program has a simple goal - plant as
many trees as possible. The program seems to be
meeting that goal as HoCo has planted over 400
trees each year of the program. 

If you are interested in participating in this free
program, reach out to Natural Resources
Specialist, DJ Scheckelhoff.  He will add your
name to the list of potential participants and
conduct a site visit. All participants are required



Assist with voter check-in and
vote counting on Election Day
– April 25, 2026
Ensure Election Rules &
Procedures are followed

Requirements to Join:
Be a member of The Hickory
Ridge Community Association
(must own or rent a Columbia
Association–assessed property
in Hickory Ridge)
Be available to contribute ~15
hours of your time for
meetings, Candidate Night, and
Election Day
Complete and submit the
Volunteer Application form

Your participation is a great way to get
involved, meet neighbors, and support
local democracy!

to complete a 1-2 page application and Right of
Entry to confirm their planting, but this is only
required after HoCo conducts a site visit and
sends a planting proposal for their
property. Trees will be planted with your input,
based on your goals for planting and on what
will thrive on your property. Keep in mind that
all trees must be native to Maryland. You can
find more information on the Howard County
Forestry page.
( https://www.howardcountymd.gov/forestry )

Learn More About Free Trees!

 

Hickory Ridge Community
Association Upcoming Meetings

January 15: CARES meeting, virtual
January 21: RAC meeting, virtual
January 26: Board meeting, if needed
January 27: Wills Trusts and Estate Planning
Basics

Meeting Information

 

 

Let's
Have a
Party!

The
Hawthorn
Center is a
lovely
location to
celebrate life's moments. Whether it's a birthday,
shower, wedding or retirement party, we would
love to help you host your event. Call or submit a
rental inquiry for more information.

Submit Inquiry

  

Community Mailboxes

The community mailboxes are property
of the United States Postal service. If the
mailbox your mail is delivered to is in
need of attention, find more
information here under "Community
News."

Questions for CARES
Committee?

The Community Action and Resources
for Environmental Stewardship
(CARES) Committee will answer your
environmental sustainability questions!
Email questions to
cares@hickoryridgevillage.org and
CARES will answer. Some questions
may be featured in future issues of The
Log!

Snow Reminders
﻿

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Committee-Volunteer-form-fillable.pdf
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.howardcountymd.gov_forestry&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=E64aMo4Dz6fay690NQaMge1EjzVZf3ipI7L7dKRECUg&m=AtWu2egYBD-zXLq1xowF30VCsXCTmp5o5Td6oxOylR0DHKzm0q6CqY3TvrRA7BL3&s=xz62Pg_yhqsopI7A7GUebRvKZiysr2AB6vLR4PGM82w&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.howardcountymd.gov_forestry&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=E64aMo4Dz6fay690NQaMge1EjzVZf3ipI7L7dKRECUg&m=AtWu2egYBD-zXLq1xowF30VCsXCTmp5o5Td6oxOylR0DHKzm0q6CqY3TvrRA7BL3&s=xz62Pg_yhqsopI7A7GUebRvKZiysr2AB6vLR4PGM82w&e=
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/events/calendar/
https://portal.dubsado.com/public/form/view/670efbd275ddaf003abb5b44?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeWdyVFlNZ1VDTVBZbm9XdAEeO3QU6-2EXTghMhHd1pwFH-3DEXHhTuPZLxgsxhNud-3ZHmDcAAEXvB3N_dM_aem_7CwEqhX6WeWXbIg6xmejbQ
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/


Who Do I Call?

Check out the Useful Information page on the
Hickory Ridge website. There are phone number
and/or links to various resources.

Useful Information

 

Who Handles What?

Want to know who handles what—CA, the Howard
County Government, or the Columbia Village
Community Associations? Click HERE to see a
﻿simple breakdown.

When snow falls, residents are
responsible for clearing all sidewalks
that abut their property…even if the
sidewalk is behind the back yard.

The following is a list of local people
who may be able to shovel for you.

We are looking for people willing to
shovel snow for neighbors (for a
reasonable fee). If you are able to help
shovel and would like your name added
to our snow shoveler list, please call us
at 410-730-7327 or email
events@hickoryridgevillage.org and
provide your name, street and phone
number.

Please note that the list below are
individuals interested in providing snow
shoveling services but are not vetted
by this office. You must contact the
individual for availability and pricing.

*David Garza: 347-574-2881

*Nathan Johnson: 667-261-2465

*Andrew Manney: 443-847-8204

Upcoming Events!
Please RSVP to events@hickoryridgevillage.org

Manatee PJ Story Time
﻿March 17th & 18th at 9:30
The Hawthorn Center
Designed for 0-5 year olds and
their adult friend(s)

Snuggle up in your coziest
pajamas (adults too!) and join us
for a special story time all about
manatees! We’ll read delightful
stories, learn fun manatee facts,

Adult Lego Botanical Night
March 20th at 7pm
The Hawthorn Center
21+

21+ adults come unwind and get
creative as you choose one of
three LEGO Botanicals sets to
build throughout the evening.
Enjoy drinks and snacks while

Columbia Cleans
April 11th from 9:30-11am
The Hawthorn Center

﻿
Join us for a community clean-
up of the CA Open Space in the
Hawthorn neighborhood.
Individuals, families, and groups
are welcome! Registration is

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
https://columbiaassociation.org/about-us/who-handles-what/


and enjoy a cozy morning
together—with a little St.
Patrick’s Day celebration
sprinkled in. Pajamas
encouraged, festive fun
guaranteed! Everyone is
welcome but please RSVP!

you build, connect, and relax.
Cost is $25 per person, and pre-
registration is required. We’ll be
“building” community one brick
at a time! 

required. Service hours are
available. 

SwiBits Sundays--Columbia Swim Center

Swibits Sundays are back at the Columbia Swim Center every
Sunday from 11am - 4pm. Come ready to bounce, slide, climb, and
splash your way through the inflatable obstacle course - it’s high-
energy fun for kids, teens, and adults.

Click HERE for more information.

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__z6wbufjab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001nYsD0P0q8iDiAC-2DOTYHTkG8LDRXnTKg3fyMbN0KqQZgya77CB1rbIuh0H0UaRF-2DCIIl0aMo5EgoVBea042hozh1yifjUZjBQg4JnCxUOYb-5FRPHOSrTTHtHwIRtN89xApyvid33AVivcDGksQR9pRhjd1hHB-2Dc8oxDwwlmuw216gfMgu5ZhzJbpby5n5-5F-5FD3NUvlGu1eK0cqpgYWR9tSmOucmEEjJwCDzyCyC4LmQkFrjY-5FpcRKylg1wY5kMfCbOKMhl9AjLmT1l89ZuQy-5FcGhQ-3D-3D-26c-3DkLgKUqCfo1f-5Fg8NelHkEPOpy2vgmEH8Usr4EBYvcYF20AUY8Bsn9iQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DaDCNA8MYhyp0I-5FsfkGhxOcyyfJ4otH9u4I7QXPhqRS-2Drvn4fwGOkyA-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=452DGodnDhytl32oHtvoDD5dc14Ao3DAgB_OUPIGGWk&m=A8cOOhtP6XCLmym0bWHp44PBu9Fze4qJQP7IaLCZyijh2VtfJIfN_uzOLpABvKKE&s=PxGjiAdsWdP0yRDUmiE215XO4WzxwHjqQpkVRtB5nSw&e=


Windy Weather

Nobody wants a neighborhood of scattered recycling. When setting
items out for collection, be sure your recycling cart lids are closed
and any material set outside of it is secured in a box or paper bag.

Have a recycling bin with no lid? Contact Howard County Trash
& Recycling to exchange your bin for a cart with a lid and wheels.

Remember! The clean-up of recycling, especially in grouping
areas, that is spilled/spread by animals or wind is the responsibility
of the residents.

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/bureau-environmental-services/trash-and-recycling-division
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/bureau-environmental-services/trash-and-recycling-division


Thank you for your help keeping neighborhoods clean!

News From The Community Ecology Institute (CEI)

Did you know? CEI is a Howard County based environmental non-profit
committed to cultivating communities where people and nature thrive together.
They own and steward two Howard County properties - Freetown Farm
(Columbia) and Green Farmacy Garden (Fulton) where they host nature-based
and sustainability-focused events for participants of all ages! They have some



exciting membership-based offerings for 2026 that they want to make sure are on your radar! Registration
is open now, please don’t delay in reserving your spot!

For families with kids:
Seedlings; the early childhood nature playgroup, for children ages 5 and under with a caregiver. Friday or
Sunday mornings, seasonally; registration now open for winter and spring sessions; Click to read more
and register!
Families on the Farm; a year at Freetown Farm with CEI’s Family Nature Club. Welcoming families with
kids of all ages (most engaging for kids ages 6-11 and their adults). Gathering on the third Sunday each
month, families will engage in farm and nature-based projects while building community and
strengthening family bonds; Click to read more and register!

For teens:
Green SEEDS Internship program; our seasonal internships offer experiential education and leadership
opportunities for high school and college students to strengthen understanding and respect for personal
discovery, connection to nature, food security, and land stewardship in an inclusive community. High
school students receive SSL hours. College students may receive college credit. Fall, winter, and spring
sessions are held after school on Wednesdays and on Saturday mornings. Summer sessions are held on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Click to read more!
Click to register!

For adults:
Nourishing Gardens: Through the Seasons; join a welcoming community at monthly meetings where you
will receive support to discuss and troubleshoot challenges that come up in your garden, interactive
workshops with experienced gardeners on related topics, and tips and tricks to keep you on track for
garden success! Led by our Nourishing Gardens Program Manager, a Baywise-certified Master Gardener
and Columbia Association Weed Warrior, with over a decade of farm and garden experience. In-person
meetings will be held the 3rd Tuesday of every month in addition to online recordings and resources.
Click to learn more and register!

CEI also offers: Second Saturday Socials for teens, monthly Repair Cafe sessions, workshops, property
tours, a popular homeschool enrichment program, free community meals, and more! Our property spaces
are also available to rent for events. Follow them on our website, Social Media: Facebook, Instagram and
by joining their mailing list to stay up to date with all our community offerings!

Petsitters in Hickory Ridge

If you live in Hickory Ridge, you pet sit and
would like to be included in
the pet sitter list in the next edition of The Log,
please email
events@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Babysitters in Hickory Ridge

If you live in Hickory Ridge, you
babysit and would like to be included
in the babysitter list in the next edition
of The Log, please email
events@hickoryridgevillage.org.

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/b42867c17f484f60bddbe7712c6e93b9
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/b42867c17f484f60bddbe7712c6e93b9
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/61fd36c699834aa8a664f0f0179e0bb6
https://www.communityecologyinstitute.org/green-seeds-internship.html
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/1d239fd278e2410ba970e12cbf24bb18
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nourishing-gardens-through-the-seasons-2026-year-long-workshop-series-tickets-1956311062049?aff=oddtdtcreator


﻿Please note that the list below are
individuals with experience and interest in pet
sitting but are not vetted by this office.

Pet sitter List
*Za’ir Scarborough:443-362-0128

*Vanessa Castro
Twopugz.dogcare@gmail.com
 
*Jae Johnson: jjohns4728@gmail.com

*Saloomeh Khodami: 6674792858, Dog walking
only, Availability: Afternoons

*Gita Ehssan: 6674792855, Availability:
Afternoons

*Amanda Kirkpatrick: "Loving Care When
You’re Not There":
amandakirkpatrick1990@gmail.com

*Beth Roberts: bcaitlynl.8@gmail.com

Please note that the list below are
individuals with experience and
interest in pet sitting but are not vetted
by this office.

Baby sitter List
*Gloribeth "Glory" Gancedo: 305-
224-2095

*Kailyn Shaw:
kailynshaw@yahoo.com

*Zandi Jera: sunsetjera@yahoo.com

*Shamiso Dzvairo:
sunsetjera@yahoo.com

*Jos Dumont:
jos.pierre.dumont@gmail.com

*Sofia Blose 410-707-0332

*Christine Chen:
NH8ChristineS@gmail.com

*Carolina Stiefel: 443-467-5811

*Sydney Daniel:
danielsydney75@gmail.com

*Kasey LaWall: 301-275-4623

*Le'Mia Tyree:
lemia.tyree@gmail.com

*Mia Fatuzzo:
miaholdenfatuzzo@gmail.com

*Aisha Bamidele:
aisha_bamidele@yahoo.com

*Yocheved Englander: 443-574-5332

*Daynisha Holloway:
daynishah@yahoo.com

*Hermione Bransford:
chelsinoelle@gmail.com

*Daphne Richardson: 443-750-1151

*Grace (Stevie) Brown:
g.lombard2583@gmail.com

*Za’ir Scarborough:443-362-0128

*Jae Johnson: jjohns4728@gmail.com

*Gita Ehssan: 6674792855,
Availability: Afternoons

mailto:Twopugz.dogcare@gmail.com


Letter of Compliance

If you are putting your house on the market, request a Letter of Compliance
well in advance of a settlement date. It's best to make the request when the
house is put on the market. This letter is not required, but it is a valuable tool
for sellers because it verifies that your property is in compliance with the
Hickory Ridge Covenants. Any covenant violations on your property become the responsibility of
the new owner, so home buyers often request a Letter of Compliance from the Seller. Request
forms are available on the Sellers and Buyers page of our website and at the Village Office.
Questions? Email applications@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Who Do I Call?
Check out the Useful
Information page on the
Hickory Ridge website. There
are phone number and/or links to
various resources.

Columbia Association and Howard County

See Click Fix

See Click Fix is an interactive website for
Howard County residents to report issues to
the County. Issues include, but are not
limited to, roadway issues, missing street
signs or fallen street signs, street tree issues,
potholes, cracked sidewalks, etc. THIS IS
NOT a site for 911 emergencies or police or
fire issues.

CA Open Space Questions or
Concerns?

If you have questions or concerns about
Columbia Association Open Space areas,
contact CA Open Space directly by calling
410-312-6330 or by emailing
Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Columbia Association (CA) Open Space
project information is now available online
via CA's Project & Access Dashboard. Visit
columbiaassociation.org/open-
space/development/real-estate-services/
and click on the Dashboard. You can view
various projects, access, and requests
currently taking place on CA Open Space.

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/covenants/resale-documents/
mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
mailto:Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org
http://columbiaassociation.org/open-space/development/real-estate-services/
http://columbiaassociation.org/open-space/development/real-estate-services/


See Click Fix

HoCo Crime Statistics Map
Howard County has interactive maps with
information about properties and
neighborhoods. One is the Crime Statistics
map. It used to be that the Howard County
Police would have to put these statistics
together for us, but now they are available at
our fingertips. Check out the Crime
Statistics map.

Crime Statistics Map

CA Community Programs
You’ve made Columbia your home. You’re
part of a unique and diverse community, and
that certainly has its benefits. At Columbia
Association, it’s their mission to foster a
unique sense of place and enhance the quality
of life. Take a moment to explore some of
their many options.

Community Programs

Paid Advertisements
We offer very affordable advertising rates! For information on placing an advertisement in The Log, please
email manager@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Hey parents! 

Are you looking for a dentist your children will love? Well
look no further! We here at Terrific Smiles Pediatric
Dentistry are here to help! 

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiODhkYzI0OGUtYzUwZi00OWYzLThmNmYtMDhjNTQwMDJiOTc5IiwidCI6IjA1MzgxMzA4LTAzNjYtNGJiNy1hOTViLTk1MzA0YmQxMWE1OCJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiODhkYzI0OGUtYzUwZi00OWYzLThmNmYtMDhjNTQwMDJiOTc5IiwidCI6IjA1MzgxMzA4LTAzNjYtNGJiNy1hOTViLTk1MzA0YmQxMWE1OCJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiODhkYzI0OGUtYzUwZi00OWYzLThmNmYtMDhjNTQwMDJiOTc5IiwidCI6IjA1MzgxMzA4LTAzNjYtNGJiNy1hOTViLTk1MzA0YmQxMWE1OCJ9
https://columbiaassociation.org/community-program/
mailto:manager@hickoryridgevillage.org


We offer gentle dental care in a fun and welcoming environment created just for kids! Dr. Terri
Ambrose is a board certified pediatric dentist who is passionate about helping kids maintain
happy and healthy smiles. Check out our website and schedule your next appointment!
www.terrificsmilepd.com

Hickory Ridge Community Association
410-730-7327

The Hawthorn Center
6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia MD 21044

Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9:30am - 5pm, Fri 9:30am - 3:30pm

HIckory Ridge Community Association

Hickory Ridge Village Board

Kristine Amari

Mark Covington
Vice Chair

Steve Hannan
Chair

Micajah McGarity

Mariah Robertson

CA Representative

Skye Anderson

Village Staff
Laura Mayton, Village Manager
Tania Tavares, Covenant Advisor
Devora Wilkinson, Covenant Advisor
Emily Rieger, Events Coordinator
Heather Harvanek, Facility Coordinator
John Pongracz, Facility Assistant
Ellen Gallagher Roberts, Facility Assistant
Daniel Nairn, Facility Assistant
Erica Carpio, Facility Assistant
Tiwana & Ed Nicholson, Custodians

Village Services

Rentals of The
Hawthorn Center
Covenant
Enquiries
Information &
referral
B/W and color
Copies
Notary Public -
Please call for an
appointment.
Free classified
newsletter ad
Fax
Special Events
Story Times

Please note: fees may apply.
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