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Why are there barley straw bales in the pond between
Bright Plume & Sunny Spring?

The bales are being used as a preventative measure for algae growth.
Placing the straw into the water before any algae has started to appear
is the best way to help prevent its formation. 

Barley straw is often used as a natural water treatment method,
especially in ponds and lakes, to help manage algae growth. When
barley straw is added to water, it slowly decomposes and releases
compounds that can inhibit the growth of algae. The breakdown process
promotes the growth of beneficial microorganisms that compete with
algae for nutrients, reducing algae blooms. Barley straw is considered an
eco-friendly, non-toxic option for maintaining water quality and clarity in
ponds and small lakes.



Hickory Ridge Community Association Upcoming Meetings

May 7: RAC Meeting, 7:30pm*
May 12: Board Meeting, 7:30pm*
May 21: RAC Meeting, 7:30pm*
May 26: Board Meeting canceled due to Memorial Day holiday

       
*Zoom meeting, check website for details .

At Monday's Hickory Ridge Village Board Meeting...

The Board approved donations to the following organizations:
Grassroots Crisis Intervention ($500)
S.T.A.N.D. Mentorship ($500)

A presentation was given by Dannika Rynes pertaining to The Columbia
Association.

Rental rates for using The Hawthorn Center for parties and meetings will
increase today, May 1st.

Because the race was uncontested (five candidates for five seats), the
FY2026 Hickory Ridge Board Members were appointed.

Kristine Amari
Mark Covington
Steve Hannan
Micajah McGarity
Mariah Robertson

The Board approved the Facility Management and Grant Agreements
that dictate the terms of the relationship between CA and Hickory Ridge
Community Association. These Agreements will be in force through
FY2028.

Who Works in the Village Office?

You may wonder, who works in the Village office and what do they do?
Over the next few issues of this newsletter, we will highlight a different
staff member in the Village Office. This issue, we will highlight the Village
Manager, Laura.

Village Manager: The Village Manager is the only full time employee,
and she serves at the pleasure of the Village Board. The Village
Manager has a lot of varied duties. You might find her putting together a
budget, managing the Association's insurance policies, coordinating
meetings or adding an article to the newsletter. The Village Manager
supervises the operations of the Village and The Hawthorn Center, as
well as the other employees of the Village. If you have questions for
Laura, reach out to her at manager@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Other staff in the Village Office are:
Covenant Advisor for applications and compliance

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/


Covenant Advisor for violations
Event Coordinator
Facility Manager
Facility Assistants

Keep an eye on this space for information about the other staff
members!

If A Tree Falls...

Maryland follows the Massachusetts fallen tree law, which explains who
is responsible for a tree that falls on a neighbor's yard. A neighbor is not
liable for a healthy tree falling down during a major storm event, even if it
falls on someone else's property...On the other hand, if the neighbor’s
tree was diseased or decayed, was known to be at risk of falling and the
neighbor ignored it, there could be negligence and liability. Either way, if
you have homeowner’s insurance, the insurance companies will sort out
fault and blame.

Registration to attend the
Hickory Ridge Family Pool Party

Opens TODAY!





Abiding Savior Lutheran Church (ASLC) is hosting
BINGO on Saturday, May 3, 2025, from 10:30 to 1:30!!
Doors open at 10:30. BINGO starts promptly at
11:00.  10689 Owen Brown Road, Columbia, MD 21044.
Plenty of parking!

Play card costs $2.00 each!  Door prizes, game prizes
and a 50/50 raffle!  Light fare food and drinks will be
available during the event.  This is a cash only event.  

Proceeds from the raffle will be supporting the Lutheran
World Relief 2025 Hunger Challenge, which will help save
families from starvation and give children the chance to
grow and thrive!



Resident Architectural Committee & Exterior Alterations

Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) meeting agendas are available
on the Hickory Ridge website. Click here to view upcoming agendas
and meeting results.

Exterior Alterations Applications received by the village office by 5
pm on the submission deadline date will be reviewed on the
corresponding RAC meeting date. Click here for the meeting dates
and deadlines.

RAC meetings are held at 7:30 pm via Zoom. To join the meeting, go to

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/covenants/rac-agenda/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/covenants/


the Village calendar and click on the meeting. You will find the invitation
to the meeting in the calendar event. Though not mandatory, residents
are encouraged to attend the meeting.

Applications may be delivered to:
The Hickory Ridge Community Association 6175 Sunny Spring,
Columbia, MD 21044

Or email: applications@hickoryridgevillage.org

Questions? Please contact Tania Tavares, Covenant Advisor 
Phone: 410-730-7327
Email: applications@hickoryridgevillage.org

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/events/calendar/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/events/calendar/
mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org


Jump into Howard County Recreation and Parks Summer Camps. Their team works year-
round to ensure that summer is packed with exciting new camps, while still offering your
favorites.

Your little ones are sure to reconnect with old friends and make new ones. Let them get
up, get out, and get active this summer. Register today (and review the Howard County
Camp Guide) at www.howardcountymd.gov/rap.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.howardcountymd.gov%2Frap%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbVRvOFdHbTZqeEttZUZoWAEeufvy3dQgmfsTtGpO2yyiVNazRgqjKSLa1jmzvzqNnclyNyXMYLJZB4KN514_aem_011xilywmaKAqCdys0FVZA&h=AT1MQQ1UjFieG67yKtdRZ-pClxKTaPjGnTzRiwYAgPPcRybqs7DE4biX1KuvZVdzA_nOPWhonrByAHCN4CLqG3uNhzUanFmEZhVSYK9kPv1Pm0Lhb39iBOV1NUUHL1EPPEd0vMrLXn-omM0b&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT35_CJoVSVP5VOYNMVJOU9pVY3bXo3vg7Ek8ZTns68sPHcfvQR1Q5ErT5h0YKotF4MVfzgvHPtsKvRtNv7MTG8mLsNG30U6xs49QYTGDWmwSOybE61vGKjs2cJ5AdF_iVKV_w1AUEQkgAYc6usYa8XSsMwzNaeXoRGGY6VbXDOgUr-zfWBs_q6H-8pBwqdTkaFgi5GawnfPl0jVUxwto6qydFZ1IWF6JngXAlkzN7d4c9DszCxc_TJLCtN5wQ


Reminder:
Please store your compost, trash and recycling containers in a location that is not easily
seen and position them in an inconspicuous area of your property.

For information about recycling, trash collection, and bulk item collection, call Howard
County at 410-313-6444 or go here.

Columbia Association Open Space Dashboard

Columbia Association (CA) Open Space project information is now available online via
CA's Project & Access Dashboard. Visit columbiaassociation.org/open-
space/development/real-estate-services/ and click on the Dashboard. You can view
various projects, access, and requests currently taking place on CA Open Space.

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/trash-recycling
https://columbiaassociation.org/open-space/development/real-estate-services/


Lifeguards Needed

Lifeguards Needed

Columbia Association (CA) is looking for new lifeguards and pool
managers in your community. CA team members enjoy flexible hours, a
fun work environment, competitive pay (starting at $16 an hour), and a
free CA Fit&Play membership — including pools, gyms, and much more!
The first step in the process is to apply HERE.

Who Do I Call?

Check out the Useful Information page on the Hickory Ridge
website. There are phone number and/or links to various resources.

Babysitters in Hickory Ridge

If you live in Hickory Ridge, you babysit and would like to be included in

the babysitter list in the next edition of The Log, please email

https://udbhrf7ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DfkU6T9akKSSaLUbsyiKl6XWRlf0yl06dqvHKUbA3_2oYE0sJM4492HHYYU3173vBdtcwYMTREoiVH7yN2p7GKeBct9zgOKNAbQQdDnWa2NZtWjuI8rbEWSq0lS4-B7QjqBw_YwaQsBgZGW4vlQFe6et-zTQe2g7lVRHx0gXSFsXtluc2CLoMLkygqXfitaPLgBN0NYDsm2Y089S-FN6ffbMcGF_8N_LYAQgoYCb5f8=&c=R4UUP9SCgczKD7ZYtNefiJv4Ss6InAQsZrwriw9_BCJWc1itelofQA==&ch=sC3IKitg_KuZ_YVneAeVojYHQPr3cyj4jI2ZCepxct2_WY1kqk8E3w==
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/


events@hickoryridgevillage.org. Please note that the list below are

individuals with experience and interest in babysitting but are not vetted

by this office.

Babysitter List

Gloribeth "Glory" Gancedo: 305-224-2095

Kailyn Shaw: kailynshaw@yahoo.com

Zandi Jera: sunsetjera@yahoo.com

Shamiso Dzvairo: sunsetjera@yahoo.com

Jos Dumont: jos.pierre.dumont@gmail.com

Sofia Blose 410-707-0332

Christine Chen: NH8ChristineS@gmail.com

Carolina Stiefel: 443-467-5811

Sydney Daniel: danielsydney75@gmail.com

Kasey LaWall: kelawall21@gmail.com

Le'Mia Tyree: lemia.tyree@gmail.com

Mia Fatuzzo: miaholdenfatuzzo@gmail.com

Aisha Bamidele: aisha_bamidele@yahoo.com

Yocheved Englander: 443-574-5332

Daynisha Holloway: daynishah@yahoo.com

Hermione Bransford: chelsinoelle@gmail.com

Rebuilding Together Howard County

If you or someone you know is a low- or moderate-income homeowner needing essential
repairs, Rebuilding Together Howard County is here for you!

With projects covering everything from roof replacements and plumbing repairs to
electrical upgrades and accessibility features, Rebuilding Together is dedicated to
ensuring safe, healthy homes for all.

Howard County Government is a proud partner and funder of Rebuilding Together,
helping dozens of Howard County households every year. Learn more
at https://rebuildingtogetherhowardcounty.org.

mailto:events@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:chelsinoelle@gmail.com
https://e4o8hp5ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iaOvc0uBFWglrNTtMM7lyAdwk2J7Y5sBlj8OOnyz2UL6aY_jwuKp8iqzmYdfNAAdewL2skWRNyhttUmUi0U7yKSpw-_Nju1pp7DqZPATpMW-DxvrfevbPbcm0Tc5HaRVu9m51Y5eXvVWReScXz21GiEPp8WGg4A5TU3aq1NG_-4wTd8fFPafa4bRs_gpyeinUJS7yFyTl5M3Qif08iSJEeJckR1ChsW44uLyQTk8tWdJIULp_exN5DyBRlcleLGQHQ52dWW-wblvmHm8AlS7aYfJtUngK4pS_B72OqvaYaw8NvYFYkQAi-1M_P5e9Z6yZhue5RLyiBQ=&c=2ACTxdVJn5NlU9S6o_XV7_BrKUxs0toNnEehPj9HVao8zqEjZ4CYRA==&ch=WGU6EZ9uUHttmS3QC1JP21k_JxrLiyHXaBXyhfIEDASM3g9dUjflGA==


988 Is Here to Help

Need immediate emotional support? Call 988 to connect to a counselor who can help.
Their specialists provide confidential care 24/7. Because we all need help sometimes.

Call whenever you need emergency emotional support or are worried about someone
else. The 988 helpline is free and confidential.



Community Action Council of Howard County

The mission of the Community Action Council is to diminish poverty and
enable self-sufficiency for all Howard County Individuals, families and
children in need. To better serve the local community and improve ease
of accessibility, the Community Action Council of Howard County (CAC)
will have community service workers stationed at the following locations
during the following extended times:

Howard County Food Bank
Tuesdays, 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Wednesdays, 11:00 am - 7:00 pm
Thursdays, 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm

Laurel MultiService Center*
Wednesdays, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Thursdays, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

*The Laurel MultiService Center is included along the Purple Bus route.
To learn more about CAC’s programs or to apply for assistance, visit
https://cac-hc.org/get-help/

Letter of Compliance

If you are putting your house on the market, request a Letter of
Compliance from the Village Office well in advance of a pending
settlement date. This letter is not required, but it is a valuable tool for
sellers because it verifies that your property is in compliance with the
Hickory Ridge Covenants. Any covenant violations on your property
become the responsibility of the new owner, so home buyers often
request a Letter of Compliance from the Seller. Request forms are
available in the Covenants section of our website and at the Village
Office. Questions? Email applications@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Rent The Hawthorn Center for your Event

Host your seminar, anniversary celebration, baby shower, or birthday
party at The Hawthorn Center! Our richly appointed, contemporary
atmosphere is the perfect backdrop for any occasion. We offer
affordable rental space in a tasteful and convenient Columbia setting.

https://cac-hc.org/get-help/
mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org


We hope you will consider The Hawthorn Center for your next event.
Contact us here.

Open Space Questions or Concerns?

If you have questions or concerns about Columbia Association Open
Space areas, contact CA Open Space directly by calling 410-312-6330
or by emailing Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Crime Statistics Map of Howard County

Howard County has interactive maps with information about properties
and neighborhoods. One is the Crime Statistics map. It used to be that
the Howard County Police would have to put these statistics together for
us, but now they are available at our fingertips. Check out the Crime
Statistics map.

Howard County Government Updates

Subscribe to Howard County Executive Calvin Ball's newsletter The Ball
Bulletin here Stay informed about the latest updates and essential
information form your Howard County government.

District 4 County Council Newsletter

Deb Jung is the County Council Representative for Hickory Ridge
residents. For more information about your district, check out the
website.

District 4 Website

Never miss an edition of The Log

If you have yet to sign-up to receive the newsletter electronically and would like to do so,
please click below. This will ensure that you never miss a copy of The Log.

Click to sign up!

Paid Advertisements
We offer very affordable advertising rates! For information on placing an advertisement in
The Log, please email manager@hickoryridgevillage.org.
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mailto:manager@hickoryridgevillage.org




Hickory Ridge Community Association
410-730-7327

The Hawthorn Center
6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia MD 21044

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am - 5pm

Hickory Ridge Village Board

Kristine Amari

Mark Covington

Steve Hannan

Micajah McGarity

Mariah Robertson

CA Representative

Skye Anderson

Village Staff
Laura Mayton, Village Manager
Tania Tavares, Covenant Advisor
Devora Wilkinson, Covenant Advisor
Emily Rieger, Events Coordinator
Heather Harvanek, Facility Coordinator
John Pongracz, Facility Assistant
Ellen Gallagher Roberts, Facility Assistant
Daniel Nairn, Facility Assistant
Erica Carpio, Facility Assistant
Tiwana & Ed Nicholson, Custodians

Village Services
Information & referral
B/W and color Copies
Notary Public - Please call for an
appointment.
Free classified newsletter ad
Fax sending and receiving
Rentals of The Hawthorn Center
Please note: fees may apply

mailto:board@hrvboard.org
mailto:kristine@hrvboard.org
mailto:Skye.Anderson@ca-board.org


Contact Us - The Hawthorn Center - Resident Resources

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!

            

Visit our Website

Hickory Ridge Community Association | 6175 Sunny Spring | Columbia, MD 21044 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/rentals/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
https://www.facebook.com/hickoryridgevillage
https://twitter.com/hickoryridgevil
http://www.instagram.com/hickoryridgevillage
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

