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Tips to Help Prevent Auto Theft and Theft from Auto
Howard County Police Department

Year-round, thieves target vehicles to either steal them or steal from
them. These reports can increase when the weather warms, during
holiday season, or whenever an individual or group targets
neighborhoods in Howard County. These crimes occur in a variety of
neighborhoods, but thieves typically target high-density residential
areas, typically during the overnight to early-morning hours. 
We encourage you to report any theft from vehicle to police, including if
your vehicle has been tampered with but nothing has been stolen. This
helps us track trends and identify suspects. You can make a
report online or by calling the non-emergency number at 410-313-2200.
For thefts in progress, call 911.
You can take steps to make yourself less likely to be
victimized. Here’s how:

Always lock your vehicle. In some cases thieves break car
windows, but often, they bypass locked vehicles after checking the
door handles. We have seen this on home security camera video
residents have provided to officers. 
Do not leave keys or key fobs inside your vehicle or leave your
vehicle running unattended. We have seen “jump-in” vehicle
thefts in which a thief steals a vehicle left running at a gas station
or in a driveway. But a majority of other vehicle thefts occur
because keys or key fobs are left in a vehicle. 
Do not leave valuables in plain sight, or in your car at all – even
for a brief time. We have seen thieves steal from vehicles at gas
stations while the victim is inside the business. Wallets, purses,
and electronics such as laptops and tablets are the most common
valuables stolen. Thieves will use a stolen credit card as soon as
they can, often to purchase gift cards.  
Park in a well-lit area or inside your garage if you have one and
close your garage doors. Thieves have entered open garages and
stolen vehicles and items out of vehicles. 
Additional security measures, such as vehicle tracking system/
GPS, vehicle security systems, and a steering wheel/column lock
also can be effective deterrents. 

Additional protections include:
Get your VIN etched. Have HCPD engrave your car's VIN on all
major pieces of glass. This is a free event offered by HCPD.

https://linktr.ee/hickoryridgevillage
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/police/file-online-report#theft
https://columbiatreeandlawn.net/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=6e4471b9-7137-4420-a618-8c8de374cdf4


Check the calendar for dates/times. 
Register for "Watch Your Car." This free, voluntary vehicle
registration program, administered by the Maryland Vehicle Theft
Prevention Council, is designed to deter auto theft and assist in
the apprehension of thieves. For more information about the
"Watch Your Car" program, go to Maryland State Police
website. 
Report a lost fob. If you lose a key fob, immediately contact the
dealership to get a reprogrammed one, otherwise the lost fob will
still allow a thief access to your vehicle. 
Use Transaction Safe Place. Need a safe place to handle a
transaction you arranged online, such as the sale of a car or
motorcycle? Designated parking spaces, marked with yellow
signs, are available at both HCPD district stations and the
community outreach building. These areas are video recorded
24/7/365.

Join the Election Committee!

Would you like to get to know your neighbors and learn more about the
Hickory Ridge Community Association? Join the Election Committee!

We are looking for residents to help with the 2025 Annual
Meeting/Election Day process for the Village of Hickory Ridge. Each
April, the Village elects Village Board members and a Representative to
the Columbia Council.

Volunteers on the Election Committee will make recommendations to the
Board, help plan and moderate Candidate Nights, check in voters and
help with the vote count at the Annual Meeting/Election Day on April 26,
2025. They also ensure that the Election Rules and Procedures are
followed.

To join the Election Committee, you must:

Be a member of the Hickory Ridge Community Association, which
means you must own or rent a Columbia Association assessed
property in Hickory Ridge.
Be able to contribute about 15 hours of your time for several
meetings, Candidates Night and Election Day.
Fill out the Volunteer Application form and return it to
manager@hickoryridgevillage.org.

The Volunteer Application form is on the website.

Fall Leaves Quick Tip!

Cleaning up autumn leaves doesn’t have to be a big chore. Turn that
mound of leaves into beneficial mulch and feel good about doing your
part to turn waste into a usable product that nurtures your garden and
keeps nutrients out of our lakes and streams.

Start by raking the leaves out of your shrub or flowerbeds. The
object is to get all of the leaves onto a grassy or otherwise flat
surface.
Use the lawn mower to chop the leaves into smaller pieces.
Gather up the leaf mulch and apply to your flower and shrub beds,
natural areas or vegetable garden. The mulch can be applied
several times over the season but you shouldn’t let the depth
exceed four inches at any one time.
Columbia Association: Mow(Yes, Mow) Your Leaves!

https://mdsp.maryland.gov/Organization/Pages/OfficeoftheSuperintendent/WatchYourCarProgram.aspx
mailto:manager@hickoryridgevillage.org
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=fNmkLaK31LA


Mulching leaves is as easy as 1, 2, 3.

Pathway Update

The CA pathway from Misty Arch Run to Bridlerein Terrace in the Hawthorn
neighborhood of Hickory Ridge was recently replaced. The pathway had
deteriorated and suffered some damage over time. It's a nice, smooth walk
though this section of Open Space now! Take a look at the before and after
photos below!



Tree Lighting and Ice Rink Opening
6000 Merriweather Dr, Columbia, MD 21044, USA // Nov 22, 5:30pm – 8:30pm

Join us for our Annual Tree Lighting celebration and opening on the ice rink. The event
starts at 5:30pm with live music, ice skating performances, craft activations for the little
ones, and so much more. Don’t miss the Tree Lighting countdown starting at 7:00pm. 









Who Do I Call?

Check out the Useful Information page on the Hickory Ridge
website. There are phone number and/or links to various resources.

Community Ecology Institute's Nourishing Gardens
Program

CEI's Nourishing Gardens program offers a limited number of private
services each year. Choose from consultation, design, installation,
garden sitting, and more. Reach out to Nourishing-Gardens@cei.earth
or complete our services request form to let them know how they can
help you accomplish your dream garden.

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/1400857c591a4dfcbb298d56112788f5?mc_cid=6aed8b363b&mc_eid=714060a019


Babysitters in Hickory Ridge

If you live in Hickory Ridge, you babysit and would like to be included in
the babysitter list in the next edition of The Log, please email
events@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Please note that the list below are individuals with experience and
interest in babysitting but are not vetted by this office.

Babysitter List
Gloribeth "Glory" Gancedo: 305-224-2095
Kailyn Shaw: kailynshaw@yahoo.com
Zandi Jera: sunsetjera@yahoo.com
Shamiso Dzvairo: sunsetjera@yahoo.com
Jos Dumont: jos.pierre.dumont@gmail.com
Sofia Blose 410-707-0332
Christine Chen: NH8ChristineS@gmail.com
Carolina Stiefel: 443-467-5811
Sydney Daniel: danielsydney75@gmail.com
Kasey LaWall: kelawall21@gmail.com
Le'Mia Tyree: lemia.tyree@gmail.com
Mia Fatuzzo: miaholdenfatuzzo@gmail.com
Aisha Bamidele: aisha_bamidele@yahoo.com

Rebuilding Together Howard County

If you or someone you know is a low- or moderate-income homeowner needing essential
repairs, Rebuilding Together Howard County is here for you!

With projects covering everything from roof replacements and plumbing repairs to
electrical upgrades and accessibility features, Rebuilding Together is dedicated to
ensuring safe, healthy homes for all.

Howard County Government is a proud partner and funder of Rebuilding Together,
helping dozens of Howard County households every year. Learn more
at https://rebuildingtogetherhowardcounty.org.

mailto:events@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:kailynshaw@yahoo.com
mailto:sunsetjera@yahoo.com
mailto:sunsetjera@yahoo.com
https://e4o8hp5ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iaOvc0uBFWglrNTtMM7lyAdwk2J7Y5sBlj8OOnyz2UL6aY_jwuKp8iqzmYdfNAAdewL2skWRNyhttUmUi0U7yKSpw-_Nju1pp7DqZPATpMW-DxvrfevbPbcm0Tc5HaRVu9m51Y5eXvVWReScXz21GiEPp8WGg4A5TU3aq1NG_-4wTd8fFPafa4bRs_gpyeinUJS7yFyTl5M3Qif08iSJEeJckR1ChsW44uLyQTk8tWdJIULp_exN5DyBRlcleLGQHQ52dWW-wblvmHm8AlS7aYfJtUngK4pS_B72OqvaYaw8NvYFYkQAi-1M_P5e9Z6yZhue5RLyiBQ=&c=2ACTxdVJn5NlU9S6o_XV7_BrKUxs0toNnEehPj9HVao8zqEjZ4CYRA==&ch=WGU6EZ9uUHttmS3QC1JP21k_JxrLiyHXaBXyhfIEDASM3g9dUjflGA==


988 Is Here to Help

Need immediate emotional support? Call 988 to connect to a counselor who can help.
Their specialists provide confidential care 24/7. Because we all need help sometimes.

Call whenever you need emergency emotional support or are worried about someone
else. The 988 helpline is free and confidential.



Community Action Council of Howard County

The mission of the Community Action Council is to diminish poverty and
enable self-sufficiency for all Howard County Individuals, families and
children in need. To better serve the local community and improve ease
of accessibility, the Community Action Council of Howard County (CAC)
will have community service workers stationed at the following locations
during the following extended times:

Howard County Food Bank
Tuesdays, 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Wednesdays, 11:00 am - 7:00 pm
Thursdays, 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm

Laurel MultiService Center*
Wednesdays, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Thursdays, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

*The Laurel MultiService Center is included along the Purple Bus route.
To learn more about CAC’s programs or to apply for assistance, visit
https://cac-hc.org/get-help/

Cub Scout Pack 720 is Recruiting

Fun with a purpose. Camping, fishing, hiking, and life skills. Adventure
awaits your son and/or daughter at Cub Scout Pack 720! K-5th grade.
Serves Swansfield and Running Brook students. Contact Cubmaster
Josh White at jmwhite0610@gmail.com to find out more!

Report Non-Emergency Issues Online

Report water main breaks, broken street signs, and more on Howard
County's mobile app and website Tell HoCo. Residents can report non-
emergency issues which the county will assign to the responsible
department. Download the TellHoCoApp on your mobile phone or
visit howardcountymd.gov/Tell-HoCo.

https://cac-hc.org/get-help/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_V8Fj7KcrUKrxZP8UGtaQqrF-MEqADa44NDvYftR2LS0YcCPfbXNkXFtp5xQdM5QAcjNZbzli-PzK7oKEYlyfZocyBvL-osv3SgX4NK9WidC9iOrbMqab7rsgwYGwbz9dWKNH_aVKWTBECgcf2vjkVZ_nAS-LbyS&c=txW7X5csy9WtfwPOXbcK45hpEtKXrzu9zJgqd3D3gdQtiuXycvQO9A==&ch=N1GI2U5_crxNwTpq0lAgareNvhKtFZtM2fQTD0V3g9cH90fAym8Jrw==


Letter of Compliance

If you are putting your house on the market, request a Letter of
Compliance from the Village Office well in advance of a pending
settlement date. This letter is not required, but it is a valuable tool for
sellers because it verifies that your property is in compliance with the
Hickory Ridge Covenants. Any covenant violations on your property
become the responsibility of the new owner, so home buyers often
request a Letter of Compliance from the Seller. Request forms are
available in the Covenants section of our website and at the Village
Office. Questions? Email applications@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Exterior Alterations

Thinking about making some changes to the exterior of your home or
landscaping? Don't forget to check to see if you need to submit an
Exterior Alteration application. The Hickory Ridge Architectural
Guidelines and applications are available on our website in the
Covenants section. Questions? Call 410-730-7327 or email
applications@hickoryridgevillage.org.

For a complete schedule of RAC meetings and submission deadlines,
click here

Upcoming Meetings

November 20: RAC Meeting at 7:30pm*
       

*Zoom meeting, check website for details .

Resident Architectural Committee Meeting Agenda

Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) meeting agendas are available
on the Hickory Ridge website. Click here to view upcoming agendas
and meeting results. Questions about submitting an application or the
approval process? Email applications@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Rent The Hawthorn Center for your Event

Host your seminar, anniversary celebration, baby shower, or birthday
party at The Hawthorn Center! Our richly appointed, contemporary
atmosphere is the perfect backdrop for any occasion. We offer
affordable rental space in a tasteful and convenient Columbia setting.
We hope you will consider The Hawthorn Center for your next event.
Contact us here.

Open Space Questions or Concerns?

If you have questions or concerns about Columbia Association Open
Space areas, contact CA Open Space directly by calling 410-312-6330
or by emailing Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/covenants/
mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RAC-MEETING-INFO-2024.pdf
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/covenants/rac-agenda/
mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:info@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org


Crime Statistics Map of Howard County

Howard County has interactive maps with information about properties
and neighborhoods. One is the Crime Statistics map. It used to be that
the Howard County Police would have to put these statistics together for
us, but now they are available at our fingertips. Check out the Crime
Statistics map.

Howard County Government Updates

Subscribe to Howard County Executive Calvin Ball's newsletter The Ball
Bulletin here Stay informed about the latest updates and essential
information form your Howard County government.

District 4 County Council Newsletter

Deb Jung is the County Council Representative for Hickory Ridge
residents. For more information about your district, check out the
website.

District 4 Website

Never miss an edition of The Log

If you have yet to sign-up to receive the newsletter electronically and would like to do so,
please click below. This will ensure that you never miss a copy of The Log.

Click to sign up!

Paid Advertisements
We offer very affordable advertising rates! For information on placing an advertisement in
The Log, please email manager@hickoryridgevillage.org.

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiODhkYzI0OGUtYzUwZi00OWYzLThmNmYtMDhjNTQwMDJiOTc5IiwidCI6IjA1MzgxMzA4LTAzNjYtNGJiNy1hOTViLTk1MzA0YmQxMWE1OCJ9
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Branches/County-Executive/Newsletter
https://cc.howardcountymd.gov/council-members/district-4
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/KIPTkEZ?source_id=6e4471b9-7137-4420-a618-8c8de374cdf4&source_type=em&c=
mailto:manager@hickoryridgevillage.org




Hickory Ridge Community Association
410-730-7327

The Hawthorn Center
6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia MD 21044

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am - 5pm

Hickory Ridge Village Board

Kristine Amari

Jared Ball

Village Staff
Laura Mayton, Village Manager
Tania Tavares, Covenant Advisor
Devora Wilkinson, Covenant Advisor
Emily Rieger, Events Coordinator
Charlotte Nisos, Bookkeeper

Village Services
Information & referral
B/W and color Copies
Notary Public - Please call for an
appointment.
Free classified newsletter ad

mailto:board@hrvboard.org
mailto:kristine@hrvboard.org
mailto:jared@hrvboard.org


Michael Campbell

Steve Hannan

Samantha Link

CA Representative

Skye Anderson

Heather Harvanek, Facility Coordinator
John Pongracz, Facility Assistant
Ellen Gallagher Roberts, Facility Assistant
Daniel Nairn, Facility Assistant
Erica Carpio, Facility Assistant
Tiwana & Ed Nicholson, Custodians

Fax sending and receiving
Rentals of The Hawthorn Center
Please note: fees may apply

Contact Us - The Hawthorn Center - Resident Resources

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!

            

Visit our Website

Hickory Ridge Community Association | 6175 Sunny Spring | Columbia, MD 21044 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

mailto:michael@hrvboard.org
mailto:steve@hrvboard.org
mailto:samantha@hrvboard.org
mailto:Skye.Anderson@ca-board.org
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/rentals/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/contact-us/useful-phone-numbers/
https://www.facebook.com/hickoryridgevillage
https://twitter.com/hickoryridgevil
http://www.instagram.com/hickoryridgevillage
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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