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What's happening in and around the Village of Hickory Ridge!

Farewell, Bill!

​Our dedicated and hard-working Facility Coordinator, Bill Liang has
retired.

Bill worked over 15 years with The Columbia Association and prior to
that, he worked at Bell Atlantic but retired in 2006 to explore new
opportunities. Bill loves hot fudge sundaes, a great steak and spending
time with his wife and grandkids.

For facility rental inquiries, please contact Heather Havranek at

mailto:gretchen@gretchenconley.com
https://columbiatreeandlawn.net/
https://columbiatreeandlawn.net/
https://davidwilliamselectric.com/


facility@hickoryridgevillage.org

Columbia Association Strategic Planning Public Survey

Columbia Association’s (CA) strategic vision is to create and support
solutions to meet the evolving needs of a dynamic and inclusive
community. Every five years, CA’s Board of Directors is charged with
updating the organization’s strategic plan. This plan is meant to define
the organization’s mission and vision and to identify high-level priorities,
goals, and objectives for CA moving forward. This public survey has
been developed to gather input from residents regarding the future
strategic priorities of CA.

This survey should take approximately 5 minutes to complete. The
survey will be open to the public through January 8, 2024.

Click here to take the survey.

Hickory Ridge Community Engagement Committee

Hickory Ridge Village Residents!

We are in search of excited and interested volunteers from across our
three neighborhoods (Clary’s Forest, Clemens Crossing, Hawthorn) to
participate in a community engagement committee focused on
connecting and engaging our Village residents.

Mission of the committee: to connect residents across the Village’s
neighborhoods by creating links that will increase communication in the
Village.

Committee goals:
Generate ideas for engaging residents in our Village.
Identify people willing and interested in informing residents of their
HOAs, apartment complexes or streets about Village activities.

Time commitment: 1-2 hours per month for meetings.

Interested? Please contact Laura Mayton at 410-730-7327 or
manager@hickoryridgevillage.org for more information.

Election Committee 2024

Would you like to get to know your neighbors and learn more about The
Hickory Ridge Community Association? Join the Election Committee!
 
We are looking for residents to help with the 2024 Annual
Meeting/Election Day process. Volunteers will make recommendations
to the Board, help plan and moderate Candidate Nights, check in voters
or help with the vote count at the Annual Meeting/Election Day on April
20, 2024 and ensure that the Election Rules and Procedures are
followed.
 
To join the Election Committee, you must:

Be a member of the Hickory Ridge Community Association, which
means you must own or rent a property in the Village.
Be able to contribute about 15 hours of your time for several
meetings, Candidates Night and Election Day.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BB8CVF6
mailto:manager@hickoryridgevillage.org


Complete the Committee Volunteer form and return it to
manager@hickoryridgevillage.org.

The Committee Volunteer form is on the website.

Skye Anderson, CA Rep Office Hours

Skye Anderson, the Columbia Association Representative, has instituted
SOHO (Skye’s Office Hours Outside). SOHO is the time for Hickory
Ridge residents to discuss Columbia Association concerns and praise
with Skye, one on one.

Friday, January 12th from 5-6pm at Mad City Coffee with Jeremy
Dommu, Vice Chair of The Hickory Ridge Village Board

The Longfellow Garden Club

Thursday, January 11th
12pm
The Hawthorn Center

The Longfellow Garden Club invites seasoned vegetable gardeners and
those looking to become vegetable gardeners to their next
program, Growing a Spring and Summer Vegetable Garden.  Mr. Kent
Phillips, a Howard County Master Gardener, will be the featured
speaker.  He will present how to prepare and maintain healthy soil for
large, small or raised garden plots and ideas for planting continuous
harvests, increasing yield, proper fertilization and managing insect
pests. Bring your vegetable gardening questions to this free program.
Refreshments provided but please bring a bag lunch.

https://hickoryridgevillage.org/village-board/board-committees/


Public Opinion Survey for Howard County Solid Waste
Management Plan

Howard County is in the process of updating its 10 year Solid Waste
Management Plan as required by the State of Maryland. The County’s
Solid Waste Management Plan is an important planning tool that helps
facilitate the sustainable management of solid waste and recycling
activities, goals, and infrastructure to protect public health and the
environment for the next 10 years. Your input is greatly needed to assist
with its development.

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey.

https://t.e2ma.net/click/j76jmm/rlj5ogj/z3yb5hc








Babysitters in Hickory Ridge

If you live in Hickory Ridge, you babysit and would like to be included in
the babysitter list in the next edition of The Log, please email
events@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Please note that the list below are individuals with experience and
interest in babysitting but are not vetted by this office.

Babysitter List
Gloribeth "Glory" Gancedo: 305-224-2095
Kailyn Shaw: kailynshaw@yahoo.com
Zandi Jera: sunsetjera@yahoo.com
Shamiso Dzvairo: sunsetjera@yahoo.com
Neely Jackson: neelydenisej@gmail.com
Kristen Bowman: kkbowman85@gmail.com
Brynn & Brooke Howes: 410-952-6861

mailto:events@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:kailynshaw@yahoo.com
mailto:sunsetjera@yahoo.com
mailto:sunsetjera@yahoo.com
mailto:neelydenisej@gmail.com


Jos Dumont: jos.pierre.dumont@gmail.com
Sofia Blose 410-707-0332
Christine Chen: NH8ChristineS@gmail.com
Carolina Stiefel 443-467-5811

Free dog walking services to seniors available in Hickory
Ridge

Offering free dog walking services to seniors with limited mobility. If you
are having a difficult time giving your dog the exercise he/she deserves,
please email Freedogwalkingservice@gmail.com. Teens from local high
schools will walk your dog for free after school and on the weekends. For
now, we are only accepting dogs under 35 pounds who live in the
Hickory Ridge and Clemens Crossing communities.

Interested in being a 2024 Lifeguard?

It's cold outside, but CA's already thinking about summer! All lifeguard
candidates for the 2024 season, whether new or experienced, need to
complete our Water Screening test as part of their certification. 

To help prepare applicants, Columbia Association is offering three Water
Screening Walk-throughs at the Columbia Swim Center between
November and January.

What is the Water Screening Test?
Water Screening includes:

an untimed 200-yard swim (8 lengths),
retrieval of a 10 lb. brick from the diving well (approximately 11
feet), and
a two-minute water tread with hands out of the water.

Get Practice & Help From Instructors
These events will allow those interested in becoming a lifeguard to
practice the test and meet with our certified instructors for tips and skill
tutorials.

Session 3 – Wednesday, January 24, 2024
Sessions start promptly at 6:00 pm and run until 7:00 pm.

To register or for more information, please contact the Aquatics Office at
410-312-6332 or email Aquatics@ColumbiaAssociation.org

Cub Scout Pack 720

Fun with a purpose. Camping, fishing, hiking, and life skills. Adventure
awaits your son and/or daughter at Cub Scout Pack 720! K-5th grade.
Serves Swansfield and Running Brook students. Contact Cubmaster
Josh White at jmwhite0610@gmail.com to find out more!

mailto:Aquatics@ColumbiaAssociation.org
mailto:jmwhite0610@gmail.com


988 Is Here to Help

Need immediate emotional support? Call 988 to connect to a counselor who can help.
Their specialists provide confidential care 24/7. Because we all need help sometimes.

Call whenever you need emergency emotional support or are worried about someone
else. The 988 helpline is free and confidential.



Community Action Council of Howard County

The mission of the Community Action Council is to diminish poverty and
enable self-sufficiency for all Howard County Individuals, families and
children in need. To better serve the local community and improve ease
of accessibility, the Community Action Council of Howard County (CAC)
will have community service workers stationed at the following locations
during the following extended times:

Howard County Food Bank
Tuesdays, 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Wednesdays, 11:00 am - 7:00 pm
Thursdays, 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm

Laurel MultiService Center*
Wednesdays, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Thursdays, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

*The Laurel MultiService Center is included along the Purple Bus route.
To learn more about CAC’s programs or to apply for assistance, visit
https://cac-hc.org/get-help/

Report Non-Emergency Issues Online

Report water main breaks, broken street signs, and more on Howard
County's mobile app and website Tell HoCo. Residents can report non-
emergency issues which the county will assign to the responsible
department. Download the TellHoCoApp on your mobile phone or
visit howardcountymd.gov/Tell-HoCo.

Letter of Compliance

If you are putting your house on the market, request a Letter of
Compliance from the Village Office well in advance of a pending
settlement date. This letter is not required, but it is a valuable tool for
sellers because it verifies that your property is in compliance with the
Hickory Ridge Covenants. Any covenant violations on your property
become the responsibility of the new owner, so home buyers often
request a Letter of Compliance from the Seller. Request forms are

https://cac-hc.org/get-help/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_V8Fj7KcrUKrxZP8UGtaQqrF-MEqADa44NDvYftR2LS0YcCPfbXNkXFtp5xQdM5QAcjNZbzli-PzK7oKEYlyfZocyBvL-osv3SgX4NK9WidC9iOrbMqab7rsgwYGwbz9dWKNH_aVKWTBECgcf2vjkVZ_nAS-LbyS&c=txW7X5csy9WtfwPOXbcK45hpEtKXrzu9zJgqd3D3gdQtiuXycvQO9A==&ch=N1GI2U5_crxNwTpq0lAgareNvhKtFZtM2fQTD0V3g9cH90fAym8Jrw==


available in the Covenants section of our website and at the Village
Office. Questions? Email applications@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Exterior Alterations

Thinking about making some changes to the exterior of your home or
landscaping? Don't forget to check to see if you need to submit an
Exterior Alteration application. The Hickory Ridge Architectural
Guidelines and applications are available on our website in the
Covenants section. Questions? Call 410-730-7327 or email
applications@hickoryridgevillage.org.

For a complete schedule of RAC meetings and submission deadlines,
click here

SAVE THE DATE!

January 8: Board meeting at 7:30pm
January 9: Election Committee meeting at 6:00pm*
January 17: RAC meeting at 7:30pm*

       
*Zoom meeting, check website for details .

Resident Architectural Committee Meeting Agenda

Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) meeting agendas are available
on the Hickory Ridge website. Click here to view upcoming agendas
and meeting results. Questions about submitting an application or the
approval process? Email applications@hickoryridgevillage.org.

Rent The Hawthorn Center for your Event

Host your seminar, anniversary celebration, baby shower, or birthday
party at The Hawthorn Center! Our richly appointed, contemporary
atmosphere is the perfect backdrop for any occasion. We offer
affordable rental space in a tasteful and convenient Columbia setting.
We hope you will consider The Hawthorn Center for your next event.
Contact us here.

Open Space Questions or Concerns?

If you have questions or concerns about Columbia Association Open
Space areas, contact CA Open Space directly by calling 410-312-6330
or by emailing Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Crime Statistics Map of Howard County

Howard County has interactive maps with information about properties
and neighborhoods. One is the Crime Statistics map. It used to be that
the Howard County Police would have to put these statistics together for
us, but now they are available at our fingertips. Check out the Crime
Statistics map.

mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/covenants/
mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RAC-MEETING-INFO-2023.pdf
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/
https://hickoryridgevillage.org/covenants/rac-agenda/
mailto:applications@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:info@hickoryridgevillage.org
mailto:Open.Space@ColumbiaAssociation.org
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiODhkYzI0OGUtYzUwZi00OWYzLThmNmYtMDhjNTQwMDJiOTc5IiwidCI6IjA1MzgxMzA4LTAzNjYtNGJiNy1hOTViLTk1MzA0YmQxMWE1OCJ9


Howard County Government Updates

Subscribe to Howard County Executive Calvin Ball's newsletter The Ball
Bulletin here Stay informed about the latest updates and essential
information form your Howard County government.

District 4 County Council Newsletter

Deb Jung is the County Council Representative for Hickory Ridge
residents. For more information about your district, check out the
website.

District 4 Website

Never miss an edition of The Log

If you have yet to sign-up to receive the newsletter electronically and would like to do so,
please click below. This will ensure that you never miss a copy of The Log.

Click to sign up!

Paid Advertisements
We offer very affordable advertising rates! For information on placing an advertisement in
The Log, please email manager@hickoryridgevillage.org.

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Branches/County-Executive/Newsletter
https://cc.howardcountymd.gov/council-members/district-4
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/KIPTkEZ?source_id=7e6eaab8-aa34-41ac-a612-295ead5fbc4a&source_type=em&c=
mailto:manager@hickoryridgevillage.org




Hickory Ridge Community Association
410-730-7327

The Hawthorn Center
6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia MD 21044

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am - 5pm

Hickory Ridge Village Board

Kristine Amari, Chair

Jared Ball

Jeremy Dommu, Vice Chair

Steve Hannan

Bill Inglis

Mariah Robertson

Chris Smith

CA Representative

Skye Anderson

Village Staff
Laura Mayton, Village Manager
Tania Tavares, Covenant Advisor
Devora Wilkinson, Covenant Advisor
Emily Rieger, Events Coordinator
Charlotte Nisos, Bookkeeper
Heather Harvanek, Head Facility Assistant
John Pongracz, Facility Assistant
Bianca Smalls, Facility Assistant
Daniel Nairn, Facility Assistant

Village Services
Information & referral
B/W and color Copies
Notary Public - Please call for an
appointment.
Free classified newsletter ad
Fax sending and receiving
Rentals of The Hawthorn Center
Please note: fees may apply

Contact Us - The Hawthorn Center - Resident Resources

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!

            

Visit our Website

Hickory Ridge Community Association | 6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia, MD 21044
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