HICKORY RIDGE ELECTION COMMITTEE AGENDA
May 5, 2023 * 7:00pm
Zoom Meeting

1. Approval of Agenda
2. Review of relevant governing documents
3. Resident input (1 minute time limit)
4. Recommendations to the Village Board regarding the election challenges:
i. Document submittal deadline (2 challenges)
ii. Use of the Contribution and Expense Report document (1 challenge)
iii. Vote re-count (1 challenge)
5. Next meeting date

6. Action Iltems

7. Adjournment
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Appeal

BILL INGLIS <BILL.INGLIS@LONGANDFOSTER.COM>
Thu 4/27/2023 10:49 AM

To: Laura Mayton <manager@hickoryridgevillage.org>

Dear Laura,

| am challenging the decision of the Election Committee not to certify my election to the Hickory Ridge
Association Village Board. The decision was made Monday evening (April 24) by the election committee
chair because | submitted certain of my election forms approximately 45-50 minutes late. It is important
to note that | was the second highest vote getter in the election held on April 22 so it is clear that the
residents have spoken about their wish that | continue to serve on the Board.

As | indicated Monday, | was in clinic for treatment related to my cancer surgery on Monday for three
hours and both the time devoted to that and the effects of the treatment caused me to miss the 5 pm
submission time.

| believe those circumstances were reasonable cause for the short delay which did not cause any harm to
the Board or the community. Indeed, | think the community would be harmed if their choice was set
aside on the basis of a 45 minute delay.

As a matter of principle | also believe the election rules should be reasonably interpreted. | heard the
comments of individuals at the Board meeting Monday night who were responsible for the drafting of
the rules say that they never intended such a strict interpretation of the time limit for submission of
forms after the election. That would, and should, mean that if an elected candidate were in a car accident
or suffered an event causing hospitalization, that the time for form submission should be extended
especially where the extension would cause no harm. The same approach should be followed, in my
opinion, in my case. The new Board does not take office until May. And as a matter of precedent if this
rule is subject to such strict interpretation then that sets a precedent for interpretation of all of the rules
strictly even if it is unreasonable.

Sincerely,
William Inglis

Sent from my iPhone

ALERT! Long & Foster Real Estate will never send you wiring information via email or request that you
send us personal financial information by email. If you receive an email message like this concerning any
transaction involving Long & Foster Real Estate, do not respond to the email and immediately contact
your agent via phone.

The contents of this e-mail message may be privileged and/or confidential. If you are not the intended
recipient, any review, dissemination, copying, distribution or other use of the contents of this message or

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/id/AAQKADYOMWZINWQzLTIONDgtNGQzMCO04NTUOLTkzMDVIY2EzZGMxYgAQAEPCC7fNT3FImzvfQ5Z2Y4mM%... 1/2
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any attachment by you is strictly prohibited. If you receive this communication in error, please notify us
immediately by return e-mail, and please delete this message and all attachments from your system.

Warning: If you receive an email from anyone concerning a transaction involving Long & Foster
Companies (“Long & Foster”) which requests that you wire funds or that you provide nonpublic personal
information by unsecured return email, do not respond to the message. To protect yourself, immediately
call your real estate agent or other contact at Long & Foster.
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Recount

Steve Hannan <stevehannan4@gmail.com>
Wed 4/26/2023 10:51 AM

To: Laura Mayton <manager@hickoryridgevillage.org>

| respectfully request a recount of candidate votes for the 5th and 6th positions. Christopher
Smith and | are only 3 votes apart.

Thank you
Stephen D. Hannan,
301-538-0715

10349 Sixpence Circle
Columbia MD 21044
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10433 Schoolmaster Place
Columbia, MD 21044
April 27, 2023

Ms. Laura Mayton, Village Manager
Hickory Ridge Community Association
6175 Sunny Spring
Columbia, MD 21044

Dear Laura,

Pursuant to our recent conversation, the undersigned, residing at the above address and a member of the
Hickory Ridge Village Association, hereby challenges the result of the Association’s Annual Election conducted
Saturday, April 22, 2023. Specifically, | wish to challenge the decision to disqualify the successful candidacy of
Mr. William Inglis as an elected member of the Hickory Ridge Village Board.

Mr. Inglis, the current Board Chair, received the second highest number of votes among the field of
candidates thus achieving a seat on the five member Board. Subsequently, the Election Chair, in consultation
with you on April 24, 2023, unilaterally concluded that, because Mr. Inglis was 45 minutes late in submitting
his Conflict of Interest and Financial Disclosure forms, he was disqualified. Mr. Inglis explained that he has
been undergoing extensive and aggressive cancer treatment and that, on the submission date, a three hour
treatment and subsequent effects caused the delay. The late submission caused no harm to either the
Association or any other candidate. Moreover, | hasten to add that, as a member of the Election Committee
that drafted the rules for the conduct of elections, it was never discussed or intended that the 48 hour rule
needed ar should be strictly construed. The objective was simply to have results to be presented to the Board
at its regularly scheduled meeting two days hence. Mr. Inglis clearly satisfied the objective and presented
good cause for the 45 minute delay. | believe that, under the Association By-Laws, the Board has the authority
to waive the rule thereby accommodating the will of the voters. '

| also take note that the Election Chair waived or ignored another rule. Specifically, one of the forms dealing
with financial disclosure that must be submitted during the referenced time period requires that successful
candidates disclose campaign funds received from himself or herself to their campaign. None of the
candidates completed the form disclosing the funds that must have come from themselves. Therefore, under
a consistent application of the “Rules”, none of the candidates submitted correct forms timely and are
accordingly subject to disqualification. Whether good cause is reason for that omission is immaterial if all the
“Rules” must be strictly interpreted and enforced. Thus, | am therefore filing this challenge. | also believe it’s
necessary to note that, if the Election Chair is to be the sole decision maker — or even the Election Committee
—whether he/they voted for Mr. Inglis is material.

Very truly yours,
P 4 8‘—-

Gregory |. DesRoches
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