
 
 
 

ARCHITECTURAL 
GUIDELINES 

 

 
 

Dear Resident: 
 
The Architectural Committee (AC) and the Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) of Hickory 
Ridge are pleased to present Guidelines to assist you in applying for exterior alterations or  
in-home businesses. 
 
The Guidelines are the result of much deliberation, generous amounts of legal counsel, and 
exploration of the ideals and intent of the developers of Columbia. It is hoped that this effort 
will result in the equitable and consistent handling of applications for exterior alterations and  
in-home businesses, as well as answering some of your questions about how the RAC and AC 
operate and on what basis their decisions are made. 
 
The overall goal of these Guidelines and recommendations is to keep our community an 
attractive and desirable place to live, and their use will provide each resident with a practical 
means of doing so. 
 
For your convenience, sections of the Hickory Ridge Village Covenants are included at the 
back of this book. Any questions may be directed to the Village Covenant Advisor at 410-730- 
7327 or at info@hickoryridgevillage.org. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

The Hickory Ridge Resident Architectural Committee 
The Hickory Ridge Architectural Committee 
The Hickory Ridge Village Board 

mailto:info@hickoryridgevillage.org


WHAT ARE THE COVENANTS? 
 
First of all, they are one of the many documents you (or your landlord) received at the time of 
settlement on your property. We hope that you took time to read and understand them; if not, portions of 
the Covenants are summarized later in this book. 
 
More importantly, the Covenants are a binding legal obligation between the developer of Hickory 
Ridge and all of the residents. There are similar covenants, or contracts, for each of the other villages of 
Columbia. Our Covenants establish certain minimum standards for land use, architectural design 
and property maintenance throughout the village. 
 
The Covenants "run with the land" as part of your deed of ownership and cannot, as a practical 
matter, be changed. When the development period of our Village was completed, the Covenants 
became a contract between the Village Association as represented by its elected Board of Directors 
(the "Village Board") and the residents, and between each resident and every other resident of the 
Village. Thus, when dealing with the Covenants and the architectural control process, you will be 
dealing not with the developer but with your friends and neighbors in the village of Hickory Ridge. It is 
our intent and duty to help you in every way possible to obtain the fullest enjoyment of your private 
property and Columbia Association property consistent with your obligations to the other residents. 
 

WHAT ARE THE ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES? 
 
The Hickory Ridge Architectural Guidelines are based on the Covenants. The Guidelines describe 
exterior alterations and in-home businesses that are most likely to be approved in typical 
circumstances. They also describe conditions that are likely to be violations of the Covenants. 
 

HOW DOES THE ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL PROCESS WORK IN OUR VILLAGE? 
 
Your Covenants provide for the appointment of an Architectural Committee. Since the duties and 
concerns of the Architectural Committee (AC) members are many and varied, they are assisted in 
routine architectural control matters by a volunteer Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) which is 
appointed by the village board. All final decisions are made by the AC members, who are appointed by 
the Village Board and/or Columbia Association (CA), with CA entitled to appoint a majority. 
 
In addition, the village employs a Covenant Advisor who is available at the Village office to assist you in 
the preparation of exterior alteration applications, to receive complaints and inquiries on architectural 
and maintenance matters, and to carry out certain duties associated with covenant enforcement. 
 

WHY DO WE HAVE ARCHITECTURAL CONTROLS? 
 
Many people who have lived in developments without architectural controls have seen or have 
experienced a well-cared-for, well decorated home next to one which has been allowed to deteriorate, 
or has a lawn strewn with junk. These are, of course, extreme circumstances, but no one wants to 
live near or have to view an eye sore. The architectural controls in the Village Covenants are 
designed to prevent excesses and abuses, while affording flexibility in property utilization. 
 
Residents should keep in mind that all lots are not suited to hold a swimming pool, large addition, 
shed or even a basketball hoop and pole. Ultimately, it is the Architectural Committee that makes that 
decision. 



 

WHAT ARE THE STEPS OR APPROVAL OF MY PLANS? 
 
When you contemplate exterior alterations, the initiation of an in-home business or certain landscaping 
changes on your property, you should first consult the Guidelines contained in this booklet. They 
will help you in finalizing your plans and will tell you if an application is required. If in doubt, consult the 
Covenant Advisor at the Village Office. 
 
After you have reviewed the Guidelines, complete and submit your application using the forms 
available on our website www.hickoryridgevillage.org and at the Village Office. Be sure that your 
application is complete and clear, and that it has the appropriate signatures, including your own. 
Submit your application early, allowing at least four weeks for its processing. During this time, you 
can be obtaining any necessary building permits or variances required by the county government. 
NOTE: Approval of a project by the AC does not relieve you of the need to obtain county permits, or 
vice versa. 
 
When your application is submitted to the Village Office, it will be assigned a log number, and a brief 
description of your proposed alteration will be published on our website and in the village newsletter. 
Your application will be assigned to one or more of the volunteer members of the RAC for a site visit 
and will be scheduled for review at a RAC meeting. 
 
Prior to the meeting, RAC members may perform a site visit and may contact you to discuss your 
application and, if necessary, to make suggestions for modifying your plans.  
 
During the RAC meeting, your application will be presented by the members who reviewed it, and you 
will be invited to join the discussion. During that meeting, any other village resident will have the 
opportunity to offer comments in support of or in opposition to your application. When the discussion 
has ended, the RAC will vote to approve or disapprove your application, or to approve it with 
modifications (called provisions). From here, your application goes to the Architectural Committee, 
with the RAC's action as a recommendation to the AC for final action. If your application has been 
approved, the approval is final, and you should receive your approved application via e-mail or 
regular mail within ten (10) days, authorizing you to start work. Applications which are not 
approved cannot be resubmitted for six months. 
 
If you, the applicant, desire to appeal an unfavorable action by the AC, an appeal must be initiated 
within ten (10) days by giving written notice to the Hickory Ridge Architectural Committee, 6175 
Sunny Spring, Columbia, MD 21044. The Covenant Advisor will schedule the appeal hearing at a 
date and time mutually agreeable to the AC and the appellant. The Architectural Committeeôs 
decision is then legal and binding. 
 
The process works because of the interest and cooperation of our residents and those who work on 
the RAC and AC. Each year, hundreds of applications are handled, and only a handful are appealed.  
 
NOTE: Approvals of the Hickory Ridge Architectural Committee may also be subject to local 
Association Covenants or restrictions and additional requirements of Howard County. In all cases, the 
more restrictive criteria shall apply; therefore, it is the homeowner's responsibility to ensure compliance 
with all applicable restrictions. 
 

HOW DO I PROTEST MY NEIGHBOR'S APPLICATION? 
 
Signing an application for your neighbor does NOT indicate your approval of the request, only your 
awareness of the intent. If you are opposed to the project being proposed, consider discussing your 
concerns with your neighbor. If that is impossible, contact the Covenant Advisor at the Village Office, 
either by phone or in writing and indicate the reasons for your opposition. You also have the right to 
present testimony and evidence in person at the RAC meeting as noted above. 

http://www.hickoryridgevillage.org/


WHAT IF I DON'T WAIT FOR APPROVAL? 
 
If you start alterations or an in-home business without first obtaining written approval of your plans, 
you do so at your own risk. If you fail to submit an application, or if your application is turned down or 
modified, you may face the cost of removing the alteration plus the costs of litigation. The Covenants 
(Section 7.06) provide means for placing these costs as a lien against your property. These 
circumstances may also arise if your property has been altered without approval before you purchased 
it. Inquiries regarding the status of an alteration should be directed to the Covenant Advisor. 
 

WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR COVENANT ENFORCEMENT? 
 
Enforcement of the Village Covenants is the job of every resident, but the routines are carried out by 
the Covenant Advisor, the AC, and the RAC. When architectural complaints are brought to the 
attention of the Covenant Advisor, they are investigated as promptly as possible. If a complaint is 
found to be a violation, the property owner is contacted informally and asked to correct the problem, 
either by removal or submission of an application, or by repair in the case of a maintenance problem. 
Our experience is that most problems are corrected at this stage. 
 
If informal contact does not result in action, the property owner will receive formal notification 
requesting action and if the problem is not corrected within the stipulated time, legal action may be 
initiated. See Hickory Ridge Covenants Section 7.06. 
 

HOW CLOSELY MUST I ADHERE TO THE GUIDELINES IN THIS BOOK? 
 
The Covenants (Section 7.05) give the AC the responsibility to set rules and procedures for 
architectural control. The Guidelines presented here have been written by the RAC and the AC as a 
part of that responsibility. 
 
Based upon the policies and previous decisions of the committees, the Guidelines will tell you what is 
most likely to be approved in typical circumstances, and also give you important information on how to 
prepare your application. Special circumstances regarding your property may allow the approval of an 
application which might be denied at another location, or the denial of one which might be approved 
elsewhere. The fact that your plan has been approved for use at another location does not mean that it 
is automatically approved for you. 
 

WHAT IS A LETTER OF COMPLIANCE? 
 
A Letter of Compliance is a statement which is issued upon request, usually at resale, certifying that a 
lot and all alterations comply with the Covenants. All buyers should request that such a letter be 
provided, because any prior violations become the responsibility of the new owner. 
 

HAS THE HICKORY RIDGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION EVER TAKEN ANYONE TO 
COURT BECAUSE OF A COVENANT VIOLATION? 
 
Yes. The Hickory Ridge Community Association and other village associations in Columbia, in joint 
actions with the Columbia Association, have taken covenant violation cases to court and have been 
successful in enforcing the covenants for the benefit of the community. 



FAST TRACK Process 
 
Certain exterior alterations may be reviewed under the Fast Track application process. This 
process was developed to shorten processing time for certain standard exterior alterations. 
Due to scheduling conflicts and unforeseen circumstances, the Fast Track process may not 
be available during all weeks of the year. 
 
Exterior alterations eligible for FAST TRACK are: 

 

¶ Decks 

¶ Fences 

¶ Gutters & Downspouts 

¶ In-home business 

¶ Columbia Association Rain Gardens (See Landscaping) 

¶ Solar Collectors 
 
All applications for consideration under the Fast Track process must be submitted by 12 noon 
any Monday that the village office is open. The application form for the Fast Track process is 
the same form used for all exterior alteration requests. The application must be complete for 
consideration under the Fast Track process. 
 
The covenant advisor will review the submitted application for Fast Track eligibility and 
completeness. If the application is complete and meets the criteria for Fast Track review, it 
will then be approved or disapproved by a member of the AC. A letter detailing the decision 
will follow. The resident may call the office on Thursday to check on the approval status. 
 
If your application is incomplete and/or not eligible for the Fast Track process, it will be reviewed 
at a regularly scheduled Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) meeting. The decision to shift 
to the regular process is final. The RAC usually meets the first and third Wednesdays of the 
month. A schedule of deadlines and review dates is available at the village office and on our 
website www.hickoryridgevillage.org. 

http://www.hickoryridgevillage.org/


FAST TRACK General Approval Process 
 

 
 

Step  1: Applicat ion 
 

Complete an 
Exterior 
Alteration 
Application 

 

 
 

Applications must include the proposed 
change, site plans, drawings and 
samples, the ownerôs signature and the 
signature of adjacent neighbors. 

 
 
Submit Application and all supporting 
documentation to the Covenant 
Advisor at the Village Office by noon 
on Monday. 

 
 
 
 

Step  2: Review by an Architect ural  Committee  Member  
 

Covenant Advisor reviews the 
application for completeness 
and eligibility.

 
 

 
If  Eligible  

AC member reviews and 
makes a decision about the 
application. 

Covenant Advisor sends the 
decision to Homeowner. 

 

If  Ineligible  for Fast Track  

 

The application will be handled through the 
regular application process. 

 
 
Å Due to scheduling conflicts and unforeseen circumstances, the Fast Track process may not be available during all weeks of the year. 

 

Å Neighborsô signatures indicate awareness of intent, not the approval or disapproval of the proposed change. 
 
Å It is the Homeownerôs responsibility to make sure that the alteration is constructed within property lines of the lot and within the applicable 

setback requirements. 
 
Å Townhouse owners should be aware that the townhouse association may have additional requirements or restrictions with which they 

must comply. It is the homeownerôs responsibility to ensure compliance with all guidelines and/or restrictions. Consult with your 
townhouse association board. 

 
Å Avoid delays in processing your application by making sure that it is signed and has adequate supporting documentation including site 

plan, drawings and samples. Example site plans and drawings are shown at the back of this booklet. 



 

 
 

Step  1: Applicat ion 

General Approval Process 

 

Complete an 
Exterior 
Alteration 
Application 

Applications must include the proposed 
change, site plans, drawings and 
samples, and the ownerôs signature. 

Submit Application and all supporting 
documentation to the Covenant 
Advisor at the Village Office. 

 
 

Step  2: Review by Resident ial Architect ural  Committee  
 

Covenant Advisor publishes the RAC 
agenda on the village website and 
distributes applications to the RAC 
members. 

RAC members visit the 
property to review the 
application and proposed 
plans. 

RAC members discuss 
the application at the 
next RAC meeting. 

 
 

Step  3: Review by Arch itect ural  Committee  
 

The RAC recommends approval, approval with 
provision, or denial to the Architectural Committ ee. 

 

 

The Architectural Committee member reviews 
with the RAC and signs the application with a 
final decision. 

 

 
Å Exterior Alteration Application forms are available at the Village Office. Call 410-730-7327 to request an application to be mailed or faxed to you. The 

application can be downloaded and printed from our website www.hickoryridgevillage.org. 
 

Å The review process usually takes 2-4 weeks. 
 

Å Neighborsô signatures indicate their awareness of the intent, not the approval or disapproval of the proposed alteration. 
 

Å It is the Homeownerôs responsibility to make sure that the alteration is constructed within property lines of the lot and with the applicable setback 
requirements. 

 

Å Townhouse owners should be aware that the townhouse association may have additional requirements or restrictions with which they must comply. 
It is the homeownerôs responsibility to ensure compliance with all guidelines and/or restrictions.   Consult with your townhouse association board. 

 

Å Avoid delays in processing your application by making sure that it is signed and has adequate supporting documentation including a site plan, drawings 
and samples. Example site plans and drawings are shown at the back of this booklet. 

http://www.hickoryridgevillage.org/


Frequently Requested Phone Numbers 
 

 
 
 

Hickory Ridge Community Association ............................. 410-730-7327 
 

FAX ........................................................................................ 410-992-5843 
 

E-Mail ..................................................... éééinfo@hickoryridgevillage.org 
 

Web Site éééééééééééééééé..www.hickoryridgevillage.org 
 
 

Howard County: 
 

Animal Control ............................................................. 410-313-2780 
 

Department of Inspections, Licenses, and Permits ...... 410-313-2455 
 

(Including building, electrical, plumbing, contractor licenses, rental housing) 
 

Signs............................................................................ 410-313-1830 
 

Department of Planning & Zoning ............................... 410-313-2350 
 

Highways ..................................................................... 410-313-7450 
 

Landfill (Alpha Ridge) & Bulk Trash Pick-up ................ 410-313-6444 
 

County Tree Issues ....................................................... 410-313-7450 
 

Non-emergency Police................................................. 410-313-2200 
 
 

Miss Utilityééééééééééééééééééééé1-800-257-7777 
 
Columbia Association 
 

General Information -------------------------------------------- 410-715-3000 
 

Open Space------------------------------------------------------ 410-312-6330 
 

Membership Services------------------------------------------ 410-730-1802 
 

Assessments ---------------------------------------------------- 410-715-3058 
 

mailto:………info@hickoryridgevillage.org
http://www.hickoryridgevillage.org/
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Approval of a project by the RAC/AC does not relieve a resident of his/her obligation(s) with respect to applicable 

Federal or state laws or Howard County codes, regulations, laws or permits. 

 

ACCESSIBILITY 
Ramps, Railings, Accessory Mobility Structures 

Fast Track is Not Available 
 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for a new accessory mobility structure or any 
changes to an existing approved structure. Examples of this type of structure include wheelchair 
ramps or lifts, stair lifts and railings, as well as changes to walkways or decks to assist the 
mobility of the resident. When designing an accessibility structure, give consideration to creating 
a design that is harmonious, to the extent possible, with the style and color scheme of the 
residence. 
 
Materials that are often used include metal, natural wood, and synthetic materials such as 
composite decking and vinyl railings. 
 
 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the proposed structure drawn to the proper scale. 
Dimensions must be included. 

 

2. Elevation drawings of the proposed structure that include dimensions. Include views of 
all visually affected sides of the property. 
 

3. A description of the materials to be used for the structure, including color and style. 
 

4. Color photo, samples, brochure, and/or manufacturerôs drawing of the proposed 
equipment such as a chairlift or a prefabricated metal ramp. 
 

5. Details about any additional alterations that will be installed to accommodate the mobility 
structure, such as lighting, landscaping or pathways. 

 



Approval of a project by the RAC/AC does not relieve a resident of his/her obligation(s) with respect to applicable Federal or 

state laws or Howard County codes, regulations, laws or permits. 
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ANTENNAS 
Radio Communication, Satellite Dish, Television 

Fast Track is Not Available 
 

No Application is required for satellite dish antennas that are 39 inches/one meter or less in 

diameter and television broadcast service antennas which are twelve (12) feet or less if all of the 
following conditions are met: 
 

¶ Install the antenna in the least visible location on the lot without substantially degrading 
reception, and in such a manner as to blend in with the surroundings. Possible locations 
include: the rear yard, the deck surface, rear roof, or adjacent to a chimney. 

 

¶ Run and secure any associated cables and wires in the least visible locations. 
 

¶ Screen antenna from view if it is to be installed in a visible location e.g., visible from nearby 
streets and/or adjoining properties. If using screening, please refer to the landscaping guideline 
and/or fencing guideline to ensure compliance. 

 

¶ A satellite dish or an antenna may not be installed on a pole exceeding 12 feet in height nor 
may television broadcast service antennas greater than 12 feet in height be installed, without 
prior written approval by the Architectural Committee. 
 

An application is required for satellite dish antennas that are more than 39 inches/one meter in diameter, 
all satellite dish antennas (regardless of size) that are mounted on a pole exceeding 12 feet in height, 
and all television broadcast service antennas exceeding 12 feet in height. 
 
 

Application Requirements: 
 

6. A site plan of the property showing the location of the proposed satellite dish and/or antenna. 
 

7. Material description, including the dimensions, and color of the satellite dish and/or antenna. 
 

8. Color photo, brochure, and/or manufacturerôs drawing of the satellite dish and/or antenna. 
 
 
 
 

 



Approval of a project by the RAC/AC does not relieve a resident of his/her obligation(s) with respect to applicable Federal or 

state laws or Howard County codes, regulations, laws or permits. 
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APIARIES (BEEKEEPING) 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all apiaries. Apiaries will be allowed on a case-by-case 
basis, as not every property is suitable. Apiaries will not be allowed as an in-home business. Apiaries are 
governed by the Howard County zoning regulations, and are regulated by the State of Maryland. 
 

Apiaries must meet all of the following conditions: 
 

¶ The minimum front setback is 50 feet from the front lot line. 
 

¶ The minimum side and rear setbacks are 25 feet from the lot line, except that the minimum 
setbacks are 10 feet if the apiary is located as to direct the entrances away from neighboring 
properties and located: 
 

a. At least 6 feet above the ground; or 
 

b. Behind a solid fence, hedge, or other barrier that is at least 6 feet in height and runs parallel 
to the property line, and extends 10 feet beyond the apiary in each direction. 
 

c. At least 6 feet above any deck or other open outdoor structure that is located on an 
adjoining property within 25 feet of the apiary. 

 

¶ A water supply shall be provided close to the apiary to minimize honeybees from seeking water 
off-site. 

 

¶ The location and flight paths of the colony should be arranged carefully, and should be located 
and oriented so that flyways are above head level when the honey bees cross adjacent property 
lines. 

 

¶ In the State of Maryland, hives must be registered. Apiaries shall comply with Maryland 
Department of Agriculture Regulations as they pertain to beekeeping and must be operated and 
maintained in accordance with Best Management Practices. 

 

¶ The apiary does not create unreasonable interference with the use of othersô property. 
 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A diagrammed and labeled site plan showing the location of the apiary, the water source, and the 
flight path barrier (if applicable) in relation to the lot lines. Please indicate the feet from the house 
and the property lot lines. 

 

2. Color photo, brochure and/or detailed drawing of the apiary, the structure on which the apiary sits, 
and the water source. 

 

3. Dimensions of the apiary, the structure on which the apiary sits, the water source, and the flight 
path barrier (if applicable). 

 

4. Material description and color of the apiary, the structure on which the apiary sits, the water 
source, and the flight path barrier (if applicable). 

 

5. Landscaping plan for screening and flight path prevention. 
 



Approval of a project by the RAC/AC does not relieve a resident of his/her obligation(s) with respect to applicable Federal or 

state laws or Howard County codes, regulations, laws or permits. 

 

7/3/19                                                                                                                                           4 

 

 

ATTIC VENTILATORS 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 

No Application is required if all of the following conditions are met: 
 

¶ No part of the ventilator protrudes more than 12" above the roof surface. 
 

¶ All exposed parts are painted to match the exterior color of the material they penetrate so as to 
help conceal them. 

 

¶ The ventilator is roof mounted, located on the least visible side of the roof, and does not extend 
above the ridgeline. 

 

¶ If it becomes necessary to block airflow through the ventilator, this should be done from the inside 
of the structure. 

 

An application is required if one or more of the above conditions are not met. 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. Site plan, photo or diagram of the home showing the proposed location of the attic ventilator.  
 

2. Material description, including the color, the dimensions, and the style. 
 

 
 



Approval of a project by the RAC/AC does not relieve a resident of his/her obligation(s) with respect to applicable Federal or 

state laws or Howard County codes, regulations, laws or permits. 
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AWNINGS, SUN TRELLISES, and GARDEN 
TRELLISES 

Fast Track Is Not Available 
 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all awnings, sun trellises, and garden trellises. 

Sun control devices should be compatible with the architectural character of the house in terms 

of style, color and materials and should be consistent with the visual scale of the house to which 

they are attached. Awnings should be of straightforward design without decorative 

embellishment such as scallops, fringes and contrasting colored stitches. 

 

The location of any awning, sun trellis or garden trellis should not adversely affect views, 

sunlight, or natural ventilation of adjacent properties. Pipe frames for canvas awnings should be 

painted to match the trim or dominant color of the house. If awnings are removed for winter 

storage, pipe frames should be removed. 

 
Application Requirements: 

 

1. A site plan showing the location of the proposed structure. 
 

2. Color photo, brochure, or manufacturerôs drawing. 
 

3. Materials description, including the color, the dimensions, and the style. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Approval of a project by the RAC/AC does not relieve a resident of his/her obligation(s) with respect to applicable Federal or 

state laws or Howard County codes, regulations, laws or permits. 
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BASKETBALL EQUIPMENT 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for basketball equipment, free standing or attached; temporary 
or permanent. Freestanding poles include portable basketball hoop systems. 
 
Freestanding poles are to be located close to the residence, shall not be located within 20 feet of the curb, 
and shall be located within the building restriction line (BRL). If located on a parking pad, the backboard is to 
be parallel with the front of the house. To lessen the impact on the neighbors, adequate planting may be 
required. 
 
Freestanding basketball poles and backboards will not be allowed on shared parking pads or driveways 
which share garages and/or carports. 
 
Freestanding in-ground basketball poles must be constructed in such a manner so as to be easily removed at 
the ground level. 
 
Backboards shall be white or transparent. A marker square on the backboard in any color is allowed. The 
pole shall be solid white, black, brown or dark green. 
 
Please note: In accordance with Howard County regulations, basketball hoop systems (temporary or 
permanent) shall not be placed in the road. Residents with complaints about basketball equipment in the 
County right-of-way may contact Howard County Bureau of Highways at 410-313-7450. 

 

No Application is required for backboards if all of the following conditions are met: 
 

¶ The backboard is attached to a house, carport or garage (with the exception of shared parking pads 
or driveways with connecting garages and/or carports). 

 

¶ The backboard is transparent or painted to match the background to which it is attached. Any color 
marker square on the backboard is permitted. 
 

An application is required if one or more of the above conditions are not met. 
 
 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the proposed location of the basketball equipment. 
 

2. Description for how and where the equipment will be anchored (for attached backboards) or a 
detailed description of proposed in-ground installation. 

 
3. Material description of the proposed unit, including colors, dimensions, and style. 

 
4. Color photo, brochure, and/or manufacturerôs drawing. 

 
5. Screening plan, if applicable. 

 

 
All portable basketball 
hoop systems require an 
application. 





Approval of a project by the RAC/AC does not relieve a resident of his/her obligation(s) with respect to applicable Federal or 

state laws or Howard County codes, regulations, laws or permits. 
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BOATS, TRAILERS, TRUCKS, and 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 

 
The Hickory Ridge Village Board and the Hickory Ridge Architectural Committee define ñtruckò as used 
in the Hickory Ridge Village Covenants, Article VIII, Section 8.01 (c) as a commercial vehicle with 
exterior signing or lettering, or exceeding ¾ ton, or with an open (cab only), loaded or flatbed, rear 
section. 
 
Mini pick-up trucks, ½ ton pick-up trucks, sport-utility vehicles, mini vans and custom vans are 
acceptable vehicles when used for domestic purposes (non-commercial). 
 

¶ Vehicles with current registration tags are permitted parking only on designated paved 
areas. For alternate storage locations, please contact the Columbia Association Open Space 
Office at 410-312-6330. 

 

¶ Major vehicle renovation or repair may NOT be undertaken except in enclosed garages. 
 

¶ Boats, trailers, inoperable vehicles, any vehicle without current registration, or any similar items 
may NOT be stored in the open on any lot. 

 

¶ Campers, recreational vehicles, buses, trucks, commercial vans, jet skis and any other 
equipment/vehicles transported by trailer may NOT be stored in the open on any lot without prior 
written approval by the Architectural Committee. 

 

¶ Enclosure in a carport does not constitute complete screening, unless the carport itself is 
screened. 
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CHIMNEYS AND FLUES 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all chimney and flues. Chimney and flue installations 
should be in harmony with the applicant's house and surrounding houses or dwelling units. Generally, 
the use of masonry or siding-enclosed construction is encouraged as the most architecturally 
appropriate style for chimneys. It is recognized, however, that under certain circumstances it may be 
necessary to utilize an exposed chimney pipe. One of the deciding factors in allowing a metal pipe 
chimney is the location and visibility of the pipe from the fronting street. All installations must be in 
compliance with Howard County code. 

 

Chimneys and flues exiting through a wall or foundation or running vertically along a wall must 
meet the following criteria: 
 

¶ The chimney should be of brick or stone masonry construction or must be boxed-in with 
materials which match the exterior wall finish in style and color. 

¶ An exposed metal pipe may be acceptable on a contemporary style home. 
 

When an exposed metal pipe is proposed, it must meet the following criteria: 
 

¶ All sections of the pipe are plumb, with no tilted or diagonal sections. 

¶ The pipe is painted to blend with the structure. Paint must be properly applied to avoid peeling. 
All flashing must be painted to match the adjacent surface. 

 

Chimneys and flues which exit through the roof must meet the following criteria: 
 

¶ The flue should be boxed-in if it is to be located on the front slope of the roof or the roof ridge, or 
any other location where it will be visible from the fronting street. Flues located on the rear slope 
of the roof and not visible from the fronting street need not be boxed-in. Exposed metal sections 
must be painted black or the roof color. Conspicuous locations on the front slope of the roof 
should be avoided. 

¶ In all cases, the height of the exposed metal section or the boxed-in chimney or flue shall be 
limited to the minimum permitted by the county building and fire codes. 

 

When there is an existing chimney or flue on the house (other than the builder-provided, through-the-
roof installation for the heating, ventilation or air-conditioning system), and the second flue is to be 
added on the same end of the house as an existing boxed- in chimney, both flues should be run through 
the same enclosure. When the second chimney is to be run along a different wall, it should be of the 
same basic design as the first chimney. Dissimilar chimneys should not be used unless it is impossible 
to see both at the same time. 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the proposed chimney(s) or flue to the house, as well as 
any existing chimney. 

 

2. Material description, including the color, dimensions, and style. 
 

3. Color photo, brochure, and/or drawing. 
 

4. Elevations showing the exact location of any existing and proposed chimney or flue.
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CLOTHES LINES 
 
As stated in Article XI, Section 11.04 of the Hickory Ridge Village Covenants: ñNo clothing or any other 
household fabrics shall be hung in the open on any lot unless the same are hung from an umbrella or 
retractable clothes hanging device which is removed from view when not in useéò 

 
No Application is required for umbrella or retractable clothes-hanging devices if all of the following 

conditions are met: 
 

¶ The devices must be located to the rear of the house. 
 

¶ The devices must be removed from view when not in use, unless they are enclosed by a privacy 
fence or other enclosure at least six inches higher than such hanging articles, provided such 
fence or other enclosure is approved by the Architectural Committee. 

 

An application is required if one or more of the above conditions are not met. 
 
 
 

COMPOST BINS/PILES 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all compost bins or piles. A compost pile is a contained, 
properly maintained area for decomposition of plant materials such as grass clippings, leaves, and wood.  
Compost piles are not dumping areas, and should not be used for household waste. Compost piles 
should be turned regularly to speed decomposition and to avoid attracting pests and vermin. A compost 
bin includes any structure built to house composting materials. 
 
Compost bins/piles in the backyard should be located within the side lines of the house, and at least 20 
feet from the rear property line. Compost bins/piles should be no more than a 4ô X 4ô square and no more 
than 3 feet tall and shall comply with the Maryland Extension Service guidelines. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the proposed compost bin/pile in relation to the house, 
property line and neighboring houses. On the site plan, indicate the distance between the 
bin/pile and the property lines. 

 

2. Material description, including the color, dimensions, and style. 
 

3. Color photo, brochure and/or drawing. 
 

4. Description of materials to be used for screening, if applicable. 
 
 



Approval of a project by the RAC/AC does not relieve a resident of his/her obligation(s) with respect to applicable 
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DECKS 
Fast Track Is Available 

 
Decks should be constructed of durable materials. Decks should be made using natural pressure 
treated wood or acceptable composite material. It is recommended that wood be left natural; however, 
painting and staining may be approved if the color compliments the style and color of the home (See 
PAINTING/STAINING). If composite material is used, it should be earth tone in color, or compliment the 
color of the siding. 
 
Railing and appropriate landscaping is recommended for all decks. Use of multiple railing styles is 
discouraged. Contrasting colored railing (white) and metal railing will be considered if the railing 
compliments the style and color of the home. Spindle style railings are not permitted. 
 
Front entrance decks, located on the street side of the house, should be compatible in color and style 
with the house. 
 
Generally, townhouse deck dimensions should contain a setback of 1 foot (12 inches) from the edges of 
the unit. Townhouse owners should be aware that there may be additional requirements or restrictions. 
Please consult with your townhouse association board. 
 
Decks must be built to meet Howard County Code. A permit may be required. Call the county at 410-313-
2455 for more information. 

 

No Application is required if all of the following conditions are met: 

 

Å There is no change in material, color, dimensions (footprint), picket style/design, and height of the 
existing deck. 

 
An application is required for all other situations. 

 

For Fast Track Process, the following conditions must be met: 
 

¶ Decks must be located behind the rear line of the house and not extend beyond the side lines of 
the house. For townhouses, the deck dimensions must have a setback of 1 foot (12 inches) from 
each edge of the unit. 

 

¶ Decks must not extend more than 16 feet from the rear of the house. 
 

¶ Decks must not be within 10 feet of the rear property line (for single family houses only). 
 

¶ Decks must have square or rectangular floors and 2òX 2ò picket railings. 
 

¶ Wood must be pressure treated and left natural. Composite material must be wood tone in color. 
 

¶ The decking, railing, pickets, stairs, etc. must be the same color. Decks using multiple colored 
materials cannot be fast tracked (ex. wood or wood-tone decking with white or metal railings). 
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(Decks, contôd) 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the relationship of the deck to the house. 
 

2. Descriptive drawing including dimensions, height above grade and details of railings and stairs 
(See sample sketch on pages 51 & 52). 

 

3. Composite material samples, color photo, and/or brochure, if applicable. 
 

4. Paint or stain sample, if applicable. 
 

5. Description of any plantings to be removed for the construction of the deck, and any equipment 
such as meters or heating and air conditioning sources which will be relocated. 

 

6. Any changes in window or door locations. 
 

7. Description of proposed installation of and/or changes in exterior lighting. 
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DECORATIVE OBJECTS 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all decorative ornamentation, which includes, but is not 
limited to, sculpture, statuary, fountains, birdbaths, trellises, and freestanding flag poles. No application is 
required for flag holder brackets attached to a home. 
 
Generally, ornamentation should not be readily visible from the street, open space or neighbors' view. 
M aterial such as plastic fencing, artificial flowers, railroad ties, border fencing and painted rocks are NOT 
permitted. See Landscaping Guideline for information on landscape edging. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the proposed ornamentation. 
 

2. Material description, including the dimensions, color, and style.  
 

3. Color photo, brochure, and/or manufacturerôs drawing. 
 
 
 
 

DOG HOUSES AND DOG RUNS  
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all dog houses shelters and dog runs. 
 
Dog houses, pens, and runs should be placed as close to the home as possible and must not be placed 
where they could create a nuisance condition. To ensure privacy of adjacent neighbors, dog runs and dog 
houses must be located at least 10 feet from the property line. 
 
The color of the dog house and the dog house roof must match the home or blend in with its natural 
surroundings. Landscaping may be required. Fencing must be provided and should be consistent with the 
Fencing Guideline (See FENCES). 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the proposed dog house or run. 
 

2. Material description, including the dimensions, color, and style.  
 

3. Color photo, brochure, and/or drawing. 
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DOORS, E XTERIOR AND STORM  
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
Storm doors are to be of straightforward design without any decorative embellishment. Grids and 
security bars are generally not permitted. 
 
Townhouse and condominium owners should be aware that there might be additional requirements or 
restrictions. If you have any questions, please consult with your townhouse or condominium association 
board. 

 
No Application is required if the any following conditions are met: 
 

¶ The storm door style matches any of the approved styles shown below and the storm door 
matches the color of the exterior door or trim. 

 

¶ There is no change in material, color, dimensions, and style of the existing exterior door or storm 
door. 

 

¶ Sliders that are converted to French doors (and vice versa) that are the exact same color, style 
and size as the existing slider. 

 
An application is required for all other situations. 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A color photo or brochure showing the door style and proposed color. 
 

2. Material description, to include the color, dimensions, and style. 
 

3. Description of any glass insert or sidelight. 

 
Approved Storm 

Door Styles 
 

                 
                      

 
 
 
 
 

Self-Storing Cross-Buck 
Without  
Scallop 

Traditional Full 
View 
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DRIVEWAYS 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
Driveways should be replaced with the same type material used in the existing driveway. Scalloped 
edging is not permitted along driveways. Residents should contact the County regarding changes to 
concrete aprons. 

 

No Application is required if all of the following conditions are met: 
 

Å There is no change in material, color, size, shape or grade of the existing driveway.  
 
An application is required for all other situations. 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the dimensions of the proposed driveway in relation to existing structures and 
property lines. 

 

2. Material description, including color, texture, and style. 
 

3. Material sample, color photo and/or brochure showing the proposed design and color. This is not 
required for unstained concrete driveways. 
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FENCES 
Fast Track Is Available 

 
 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all fences. Residential fences must be constructed of 
wood, low maintenance vinyl or acceptable composite material. Use of construction materials other than 
wood will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Fencing should match existing adjacent neighboring 
fence style. It should be of same material, height and railing style. A different fence style will be 
considered on a case by case basis. If there are several neighboring fence styles, the proposed fence 
must match the most prominent, or visible from the street. A completely different style of fence will not be 
approved. Front yard fencing, stockade (solid) and chain link fencing will NOT be approved. Gates should 
match the fence in material, style, color and height. All gates must swing onto your own property. The 
maintenance of a fence is the responsibility of the fence owner. All fences are to have the "finished" side 
on the outside. 

 

It is strongly recommended that you have your property surveyed to establish property lines before 
installing any fence. It is the homeownerôs responsibility to ensure that property lines are established and 
that no encroachment results. 

 

 

Fences for Single-Family Residences: 
 

¶ Fast Track Process is only available for three-rail, split rail style fencing for single-family 
residences if there are no neighboring fences or the fence is to be attached to any existing 
identical style split rail fence. Fence must be constructed of pressure treated lumber, left natural.  
Fences must be installed up to the property line and should not extend forward of the rear line of 
the house. 

 

¶ Split rail style fencing installed up to the property line is the standard for single-family properties in 
Hickory Ridge. As a general rule, opaque (e.g. board-on-board) fencing will be approved only if 
located near the dwelling. Also, as a general rule, measured vertically, no portion of any fence 
shall be more than 6 feet above the final grade. 

 

¶ Picket style fences shall have a maximum height of 42" and may not extend more than 2/3 of the 
distance from the house to the side and rear property lines. 

 

¶ Fences which extend to the sides and/or rear property lines shall be fairly transparent (e.g. split 
rail) Careful consideration must be taken when rear yard fencing creates front yard fencing for a 
neighbor. 

 

¶ Size requirements: Two-rail ï 36 inches high, and Three-rail ï 48 inches high 
 

¶ If wire mesh is used, it must be securely attached to the inside of the fence, and must not extend 
above the top rail. The wire mesh must be of a durable material and not readily visible. Chicken 
wire is not acceptable. 

 

¶ Fencing for in-ground pools may have different requirements. (See POOLS, PRIVATE). 
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(Fences, contôd) 
 

Fences for Townhouses and Condominiums: 
 

¶ Fast Track Process is only available for board-on-board style fencing for townhouses if there 
are no neighboring fences or if the fence is to be attached to any existing identical style board-on-
board fence. The fence must be constructed of pressure treated lumber, left natural, and the 
fence must be on the property line. 

 

¶ Fences in townhouse or condominium developments must match existing, builder-installed fences 
and/or privacy screening (usually, single, 8 foot long sections, 5-6 feet in height, of board-on-
board design). All fences are to have the ñfinishedò side on the outside and gates must swing 
inward. Stockade fences are not permitted. 

 

¶ Townhouse and condominium owners should be aware that there may be additional 
requirements or restrictions. If you have any questions, please consult with your townhouse or 
condominium association board. 

 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the fence and gates. 
 
2. Material description, including the height, color, mesh wire. 
 
3. Color photo, brochure, and/or drawing, of fence style and gate style. 
 
4. A description of the style of any neighboring fences. 
 
 

 

Approved Fence Styles 
 

Board-on-Board:  A board-on-board fence has alternating boards. This type of fence is sometimes 
referred to as a ñshadow boxò and is appropriate for townhouses. 
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(Fences, contôd)  
 

Split Rail: Two (36 inch) or three split rail (48 inch) fences are appropriate for single-family houses. 
Wire mesh, such as galvanized or vinyl coated (no poultry wire) will be permitted only on the inside of 
the fence. 
 

 

 
 

Paddock Style: Two (36 inch) or three split rail (48 inch) fences are appropriate for single-family 
houses. Wire mesh, such as galvanized or vinyl coated (no poultry wire) will be permitted only on the 
inside of the fence. 

 
 

 

Standard Picket: Standard picket shall have a maximum height of 42 inches. 
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(Fences, contôd)  
 
 
 

Unacceptable Fence Styles 
 

 

Stockade: These styles of fences are generally not 
approved. 
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GARAGE DOORS 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 

Garage doors should be compatible with the house style and blend with neighboring houses. 

 

No Application is required for replacement garage doors if all of the following conditions are met: 
 

Å The style is traditional raised panel or flush. 
 

Å The door is windowless or contains only standard, unembellished windows. 
 

Å The door matches the color of the house siding or trim. 
 

Å All garage doors must match in style, material and color. 

 

An application is required if one or more of the above conditions are not met. 

 

 
Application Requirements: 

 

1. Color photo or brochure of the proposed garage door, showing the color and style. 
 

2. Material description, including dimensions, color, and style. 
 

3. Paint or stain sample, if applicable. 
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GAZEBOS 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all permanent gazebos. An application is not required for 
seasonal/temporary fabric gazebos. Generally, only well-screened gazebos that blend with the 
surrounding environment are allowed. Gazebos should be small enough to fit comfortably on the 
property, and they should be built in a minimally distracting location. 
 

Gazebos should be constructed of natural materials or acceptable composite material. All visible portions 
should be wood, preferably pressure treated. It is recommended that wood be left natural. However, 
owners of the contemporary homes may propose to match the existing trim or house color. A railing or 
appropriate landscaping is recommended for all gazebos. Use of multiple railing styles is discouraged. 

 
No Application is required for seasonal/temporary fabric gazebos if all of the following conditions 

are met: 
 

Å The unit is located in the rear yard, behind the house and as inconspicuously as possible. 
 

Å The unit is anchored into the ground. 
 

Å The fabric is blue, green or tan solid color or blue, green or tan with white stripes only. 
 

Å At the end of the summer, no later than October 1st, the unit is removed. 

 
An application is required if one or more of the above conditions are not met. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the relationship of the gazebo to the existing structures and property lines. 
 

2. Material description, including dimensions, height above grade and details of railings, stairs, and 
colors. 

 

3. Color photo, brochure, and/or drawing. 
 

4. Paint or stain sample, if applicable. 
 

5. Description of installation of and/or changes in exterior lighting (See LIGHTING). 
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GRILLS AND FIRE PITS (PERMANENT) 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all permanent grills and fire pits. Grills and fire pits should 
be located behind the house and at least fifteen (15) feet from the dwelling and 10 feet from the rear and 
side property lines. Fire pits should be no more than 4 feet in diameter and no more than 2 feet in height. 
Fire pits must include a spark-resistant screen which fits on top of the pit. All fire pits must conform to 
Howard County Fire Code.   
 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the proposed location of the grill or fire pit in relation to the existing structures 
and property lines. Indicate the distance from the home and the property lines. 

 

2. Material description, including the dimensions, and color. 
 

3. Description of grill or fire pit base and fire pit cover. 
 

4. Color photo, brochure, and/or drawing. 
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GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS 
Fast Track is Available 

 
Downspout extensions, including plastic corrugated drain pipes, which are positioned over the property 
should be no longer than five (5) feet (measured from the base of the downspout). Residents should 
ensure that any repositioning of downspouts does not create drainage problems for neighbors.  

 

No Application is required if all of the following conditions are met: 
 

¶ The gutters and downspouts match the color of the house or trim. 
 

¶ The gutters are permanently affixed to the house. 

 
An application is required if one or more of the above conditions are not met. 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. Material description, including the dimensions, and color. 
 

2. Drawing, diagram, or photo of house showing the proposed location of the gutters and 
downspouts, if the proposed location differs from the existing gutters and downspouts. 

 

 



Approval of a project by the RAC/AC does not relieve a resident of his/her obligation(s) with respect to applicable 
Federal or state laws or Howard County codes, regulations, laws or permits. 

7/3/19                                                                                                                                           24 

 

 

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING SOURCES and 
ABOVE GROUND FUEL TANKS 

Fast Track is Not Available 
 

The preferred location for a heat or air conditioning source or tank is behind a chimney or a jut in the 
wall. A fuel or propane tank must be adequately screened with evergreens or broadleaf evergreen 
shrubbery, or fencing. Generally, window units will not be approved. Window or wall units are strongly 
discouraged. The homeowner should consult Howard County Department of Planning & Zoning at 
410-313-2350 to ensure compliance with any county regulations. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the heating/air conditioning unit or tank, and any proposed 
landscaping or fencing for screening purposes. 

 

2. Material description, including the dimensions and color of unit or tank.   
 

3. Color photo, manufacturerôs drawing and/or brochure showing the unit or tank. 
 

4. Material description of any proposed screening, fencing (including dimensions, and color) or 
landscaping, if applicable. 

 
 
 

HOLIDAY DECORATIONS 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
No Application is required for temporary seasonal decorations and lighting if all of the following 

conditions are met: 
 

¶ Decorations and lighting are placed on a residentôs property no more than 30 days prior to the 
holiday, and must be completely removed within 30 days after the holiday. 

 
An application is required for all other permanent decorative and string lighting (See LIGHTING). 
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HOT TUBS, SWIM SPAS AND AND WHIRLPOOLS 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration application is required for all hot tubs and whirlpools. Hot tubs, swim spas and 
whirlpools shall be located to the rear and between side walls of the residence and generally not more 
than twenty (20) feet from the house. They shall not protrude more than four (4) feet above the adjacent 
ground or deck level, shall not be more than eight (8) feet by fourteen (14) feet in size, and shall be of a 
material that will blend with surrounding structures. Additional screening with fencing and/or landscape 
buffers such as shrubs may be required to reduce the impact on adjacent property owners and to 
provide more privacy. 
 
Residents should keep in mind that not all lots are suited to hold a hot tub, swim spa, or whirlpool. All 
hot tubs, swim spas, and whirlpools must be in compliance with Howard County code.  
 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the hot tub, swim spa or whirlpool in relation to existing 
structures, and property lines. 

 

2. Material description, to include dimensions, color, and style. 
 

3. Color photo, manufacturerôs drawing and/or brochure. 
 

4. Material description of proposed screening, fencing (including dimensions, and color) or landscape 
screening, if applicable.  (See FENCING, and LANDSCAPING.)  
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IN-HOME BUSINESS GUIDELINES 
Fast Track Is Available 

 
An in-home business is defined as any business conducted on a residential lot, except for licensed  
in- home child day care as provided in the Family Law Article, Code of Maryland. It is neither the intent 
nor the desire of the Architectural Committee to regulate the lifestyle of village residents. However, the 
Committee is responsible for providing guidelines when certain arrangements take on the nature of a 
business venture. Such business ventures may include, but not limited to, arts & crafts, professional 
services, private tutoring, and mail-order business. 
 
The Architectural Committee approval is valid for one (1) year only. The Architectural Committee may, at 
its option, waive this requirement on a case-by-case basis.  An in-home business approval is not 
transferable to a new owner or new location. Any variance from the terms of an approved application will 
be considered a Covenant violation. The Architectural Committee reserves the right to request a 
resubmission of the application if there is a complaint about the business. 
 

No sign or other advertising device of any nature shall be placed upon any lot. This restriction does not 
prohibit the use of professional titles such as M.D., Attorney-At-Law, etc., on small (2" X 4") nameplates 
located on doors or adjacent to doorbell buttons (See SIGNS). 
 
Approval is not required for occasional casual use, such as children's ventures, garage sales or yard 
sales, provided that all evidence of the use is removed at night, and that such use is not conducted for 
more than six days in any six month period. 

 

An in-home business must meet all of the following conditions: 
 

Å Be clearly incidental to or secondary to the residential use of the dwelling unit. 
 

Å Not require the use of a commercial type vehicle or require one to be parked on the property. 
 

Å Not involve the sale of goods or merchandise on the premises. 
 

Å Not require the alteration of the dwelling unit in any way which would make it unsuitable for 
future use as a residence, or require the construction of accessory buildings or building 
additions not suitable for normal residential uses. 

 

Å Be of a type which is customarily and traditionally carried on within a dwelling unit by one or 
more occupants of the dwelling, except that in connection with the practice of a profession, one 
person not residing in the dwelling may be employed. 

 

Å Not be of a type which will create unpleasant odors, undue noise, pedestrian or vehicular traffic, 
or which will make unusual demands on neighborhood parking or community facilities or 
services. 

 

Å Not violate any Howard County ordinances. 

 

For Fast Track Process, the following conditions must be met: 
 

Å All of the conditions listed above are met. 
 

¶ No employees will be working on premises. 
 

Å No additional parking required. 
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LANDSCAPING, RAIN GARDENS, and 
VEGETABLE GARDENS 

 

LANDSCAPING 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 
A master plan for landscaping is recommended even if planting is to be done in stages. It is 
strongly recommended that plantings be arranged in clusters or groups rather than in straight 
lines to give a more natural effect. Care should be taken not to over-plant one's lot. When 
having mulch or other bulk materials delivered, items must be placed on your own property, not 
sidewalks, parking pads, streets, rights-of-way, etc. For tree removal, refer to the guideline for 
Tree Removal.  
 

Suggested Guidelines for Watershed-friendly Landscaping:  
  

¶ Please use Maryland Native Plants for your landscapes whenever possible.  Once 
established these plants require little maintenance, establish deep root systems that 
hold soil in place, decrease the amount of water needed for landscape maintenance 
and provide food and habitat for native wildlife. Many Maryland native plants also 
produce beautiful foliage and flowers. A list of native plants for Maryland's Piedmont 
region, where Columbia is located, can be found at 
https://www.nps.gov/plants/pubs/Chesapeake/pdf/chesapeakenatives.pdf. 

  

¶ Please avoid planting invasive species including commonly seen Bradford Pear, 
Norway maple, Butterfly Bush, Japanese Barberry, Daylilies, English Ivy, Burning Bush, 
Bamboo and Periwinkle. Invasive plants are easily spread by wind, seed and root 
expansion, and often choke out native plants, kill trees and can damage buildings.  For 
a complete list of Maryland invasive plants see 
http://mdinvasivesp.org/list_terrestrial_plants.html. 

  

¶ Please keep your grassy areas neatly trimmed, but avoid giving them a "buzz cut." It 
is recommended that you mow your grass to a 3" height. This height will allow your 
grass to grow a strong root system and control erosion of your soil.  Consider replacing 
grassy areas with deeper-rooted native shrubs.   

  

¶ Avoid over-fertilizing.  If possible let your grass clippings lie on the lawn, where they 
provide nutrients to the growing grass and can reduce fertilizer costs.  Maryland provides 
guidance on fertilizing at 
http://mda.maryland.gov/resource_conservation/Documents/fertilizerwebpage.pdf. 
 

¶ For more information about watershed-friendly landscaping, please contact the village 
office at 410-730-7327. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nps.gov/plants/pubs/Chesapeake/pdf/chesapeakenatives.pdf
http://mdinvasivesp.org/list_terrestrial_plants.html
http://mda.maryland.gov/resource_conservation/Documents/fertilizerwebpage.pdf.
http://mda.maryland.gov/resource_conservation/Documents/fertilizerwebpage.pdf.
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An Exterior Alteration Application is required for, but not limited to, the following: 
 

¶ Any plantings used as a hedge, windbreak or for screening purposes. Hedges will be 
considered on an individual basis. 

 

¶ Landscaping which involves a change of grading or slope, or installation of a retaining 
wall or other structure. 

 

¶ Ponds/water features require plot plan, description of design, dimensions, including 
depth and type of filter system. It is recommended that ponds/water features be 
incorporated into a landscape plan. Stand-alone pond/water features are discouraged. 
 

¶ Using decorative objects (i.e. rocks, railroad ties, border fences, landscape edging 
greater than 6 inches high) around plantings. 
 

¶ Edging must be of a style to harmonize with the style of the house. Separate areas to be 
edged must be edged with material of the same style, color, etc. No more than two styles 
of edging may be used on a property.   

 
When an application is approved contingent on a provision for landscape screening the 
following criteria shall be met at the time of planting: Plants shall be a fast growing variety, and 
of sufficient density to provide immediate impact. Planting material shall be 2/3 the height of the 
object to be screened, or 4 feet tall, whichever is greater. 
 
The following items are not permitted: 
 

¶ Unnatural materials such as plastic fencing, artificial flowers, artificial turf and painted 
rocks. See Decorative Objects Guideline for more information. 

¶ Plastic or rubber driveway edging that exceeds more than one inch above the ground. 

¶ The use of white rocks in front of the home or in other locations visible from the street. 
An application is required for the use of white rocks in all other situations.  

 

No Application is required for the following landscaping: 
 

¶ Individual shrubs (unless used as a hedge), foundation plants, small annual or perennial 
beds, ground covers, or single specimen trees which, at maturity, will be in scale with the 
house size. 

 

¶ Stepping stones flush with the ground. 
 

¶ Landscape edging if less than 6 inches high and made of earth toned wood, wood-like 
material, brick or stone.  

 
An application is required for all other situations. 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location and dimensions of the proposed landscaping in 
relationship to the property lines, house and other structures on the property. 

 

2. Material description, including dimensions and colors, of plants, rocks, and other 
materials. 

 

3. Color photo, brochure and/or sample of rocks, and other non-plant materials.  
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RAIN GARDENS 
Fast Track is Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all rain gardens. 
 

Fast Track Process is only available for rain gardens installed through the Columbia 
Association (CA) Rain Garden Cost Share program. 
 

Please Note: The Hickory Ridge Architectural Guidelines do not permit 
the use of any variety of white rocks, including crushed marble, in rain 
gardens. 
                 

 

Application Requirements:  
 

1. A site plan showing the location and dimensions of the rain garden in relationship to the 
property lines, house and other structures on the property. 

 

2. A design plan or diagram showing placement of all rock and/or plant material. 
 

3. Material descriptions:  
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VEGETABLE GARDENS 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 
A flower screen should be planted around the vegetable garden, if possible. Plant supports and 
dead vegetation must be removed at the end of the growing season. 
 
Temporary garden fencing must be no more than 36 inches high and be as subtle as possible. 
The fence must be removed after the growing season. Permanent fencing requires an 
application (See FENCES). 

 
No Application is required if all of the following conditions are met. 
 

¶ Garden does not extend further than fifteen (15) feet beyond the rear of the house. 
 

¶ Garden size does not exceed 200 square feet. 
 

¶ Garden is not planted on a grade which will cause damage to property below it by the 
flow of water onto lower property. 

 
An application is required if one or more of the above conditions are not met. 

 
Application Requirements:  

 

1. A site plan showing the location and dimensions of the proposed vegetable garden in 
relationship to the property lines, house and other structures on the property. 

 

2. Material description, including types, sizes, and color, of plant material and other 
materials to be used. 

 

3. Material description, including height and color, of fencing, if applicable. Color photo or 
brochure is helpful. 
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LIGHTING 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for lighting if there is a change in style, size, shape, color or 
location or if additional light fixtures are to be installed on existing or new structures.  
 
Applications for exterior additions, such as, garages or carports, should include details of the lighting 
fixtures proposed. All wires and related parts must be inside the structure with no exterior wires. Channel 
covers must be painted to match siding. In general, fluorescent tube lights used in outdoor areas and in 
carports are not permitted. Lighting for play areas or for sports areas will be considered on a case by case 
basis. 
 
Before digging, it is recommended that residents contact "Miss Utility" at 1-800-257-7777 

 
1.  Replacement of existing light fixture 

No application is required for the replacement of an existing light fixture if the following condition is 
met: 

 

¶ Reasonable match to the old fixture in style, finish and size. 
 

An application is required if there is a change in style, size, shape, color, or location. 
 

2.  Security lighting, floodlights and various types of high output lights 
No application is required for security lighting, floodlights and various types of 
high output lights if all of the following conditions are met: 
 

Å No more than two sets of security lights (more require an application) 
Å Must be installed to be carefully aimed so that they illuminate only a specific area. Some 

fixtures may have to be shielded. 
Å Lights must be angled downward only, so as to not shine on adjacent property or public space. 
 

An application is required if one or more of the above conditions are not met. 
 

3.  Path lighting 
No application is required for path lighting if all of the following conditions are met: 
 

Å The stakes are to be installed according to the manufacturerôs guidelines. 
Å Color must be black, or bronze/brown. 
Å No lights placed closer than 5 feet from the curb. 
Å The lights must be uniformly installed on one side of the driveway or walkway. 
 

An application is required if one or more of the above conditions are not met. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the proposed lighting. 
 

2. Material description, to include the dimensions, color, style, and number of lights. 
 

3. A photograph, brochure, or sample showing the style, and color/finish of the light fixture. 
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MAINTENANCE 
 

1. Section 6.01 of the Hickory Ridge Village Covenants refers specifically to the maintenance of 
one's property. 

 

¶ "Each Owner shall keep all Lots owned by him, and all improvements therein or thereon, in 
good order and repair, including but not limited to, the seeding, watering and mowing of all 
lawns, the pruning and cutting of all trees and shrubbery and the painting (or other appropriate 
external care) of all buildings and other improvements, all in a manner and in such frequency 
as is consistent with good property management." 

 

¶ "...good property management..." as  stated in Section 6.01 of the Covenants is generally 
interpreted to mean taking reasonable efforts and measures to care for all exterior portions of 
dwellings and other improvements so that they in no way detract from the appearance of the 
neighborhood. It refers to the appearance of the lot in general, including but not limited to 
lawn, trees, shrubs, buildings and/or improvements. 

 

¶ Maintenance of sidewalks, the grass area between the sidewalk and the street, cul-de-sacs, 
and driveway apron areas, including mowing, trimming, and snow removal, is the 
responsibility of the adjacent property owner even though they exist on the county right-of-
way. Trees on personal property must be pruned to allow clearance for walkers/bikers. 

 

¶ Cul-de-Sac Islands. Maintenance of the cul-de-sac islands is the responsibility of homeowners. 
 

2. Section 8.06 of the Hickory Ridge Village Covenants states "No lumber, metals, bulk materials, 
refuse or trash shall be kept, stored, or allowed to accumulate on any Lot." Refuse and trash 
includes, but is not limited to garbage, unusable items, items no longer in use, vehicle parts, dead 
vegetation, tree branches, and plastic and paper bags. Out-of-season items, tools, ladders and 
other similar items may not be stored in the open. 

 
3. Howard County law requires owners to pick up after their pets and dispose of waste material in a 

sanitary manner or face possible legal penalties. This applies to dogs and cats, on and off of 
one's property, including all open space and public land. 

 
4. Trash and/or Recyclables ï Please refer to the Trash and/or Recyclables Guideline. 

 
5. If a resident requires the temporary use of a dumpster or a temporary storage unit on their 

property, call the Village Office at 410-730-7327 or send an email to info@hickoryridgevillage.org 
to alert staff as to the circumstances (See TEMPORARY STORAGE UNIT). 

 

mailto:info@hickoryridgevillage.org
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MAJOR BUILDING ADDITIONS 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all major building additions including, but not limited to 
adding additional stories, expanding the homeôs existing footprint, carports, garages, greenhouses, 
porches, rooms, screened porches, deck enclosures, and carport enclosures. The design of major 
additions must be consistent with the existing shape, style, and size of the dwelling in the following 
ways: 

 

Å Siding, roofing, and trim materials must be the same as or compatible with the existing materials 
of the dwelling in color and texture. 

 

Å New windows and doors must be compatible with those of the existing dwelling in style, window 
grids and color. These must also be located on walls at the approximate height as those of the 
existing dwelling, and be trimmed in a similar manner. If existing windows have grids, the new 
windows must have grids on the entire house; if existing windows do not have grids, the new 
windows must not have grids on the entire house. 

 

Å Roof eaves and fascia must be the same depth, style and approximate height as existing 
eaves and fascia. New roofs must be the same approximate slope as those existing on the 
dwelling. 

 

Å Living space (such as, but not limited to, room additions, sun rooms, enclosed porches) may not 
extend to the property line or over the building restriction line (BRL). 

 
The following conditions shall determine the acceptability of addition locations: 

 

Å Additions must not significantly impair the view or the amount of sunlight or ventilation of adjacent 
residences or the public's use or enjoyment of open space. New windows, doors or viewing areas 
from the addition must not infringe upon existing internal or external private areas of adjacent 
residences. 

 

Å New additions should not create situations in which adjacent neighbors will have difficulty 
adding to, modifying, or maintaining existing dwellings. 

 

Å Additions should not adversely affect drainage or runoff conditions on adjacent properties 
through changes in grade, diversion of flow, or other modifications, which affect run-off 
conditions. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the addition. 
 

2. Drawings to scale of new construction, including all dimensions and elevations of all views. 
 

3. Material description, including dimensions, style, and color of all exterior items such as siding and 
trim, roof, windows, doors, garage doors, porches, skylights, light fixtures, etc. 

 

4. Color photos, samples or manufacturerôs brochures of the proposed materials, colors, etc. 
 

5. Deck plan, if applicable. 
 

6. Steps, walkway, landing, patio with dimensions (include on site plan), if applicable. 
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OPEN SPACE 
 
The Columbia Association does not allow unauthorized use of open space for gardens, play equipment, 
pets, tree removal, motorized vehicles, etc. Proposed changes of open space use must go through the 
Hickory Ridge Village Board before being considered by the Columbia Association. 
 
 
 
 
 

OTHER ALTERATIONS 
 
It is impossible to write guidelines necessary to cover all exterior changes. When a guideline is not 
available for the project you are proposing, a complete Exterior Alteration Application is required. 
Emphasis should be placed on proper scale, materials, color and impact on neighboring properties. 
Applications should include sufficiently detailed information to permit understanding and evaluation of 
your proposal. 
 
All lots are not suited to hold a swimming pool, large addition, shed or even a basketball hoop and pole. 
Ultimately, it is the Architectural Committee that makes that decision. 
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PAINTING/STAINING 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required when any structure, including decks and fences, or trim is to 
be painted or stained a color different from the existing color. The new paint or stain is considered to be 
different if the color itself changes (for example, yellow instead of green) or if, while the color remains the 
same, it is lighter or darker than the original. 
 

The use of earth tone colors is encouraged in the repainting or staining of contemporary styled homes. In 
cases where the choice is not in the earth tone color range, the prime consideration will be whether the 
house will continue to blend in a complementary way with its surroundings. Paler and brighter colors, as 
well as earth tone colors, for traditionally styled houses, will be considered in the color ranges presently 
existing in the surrounding neighborhood. Residents are discouraged from adding colors when three (3) 
or more colors (such as door, trim or main house color, etc.) already exist. The foundation color should 
match or blend with the new siding color. 
 

Detached garages should be painted or stained to match the house. Shared garages and/or shared 
carports will be considered at the same time so that they match the house. There should be one trim color 
on a shared carport/garage. 

 
No Application is required if all of the following conditions are met: 
 

¶ The paint or stain is the same as the original in both color and shade. 

 
An application is required for all other situations. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. Paint or stain color samples. 
 

2. Description of the structures and/or areas to be painted or stained. 
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PATIOS AND WALKWAYS 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for new or expanded patios and walkways, or for any 
material changes in existing patios and walkways. All new materials should be natural in color. White 
rocks are not permitted. 
 

Patios should extend no more than twenty (20) feet from the rear of the dwelling or one-third (1/3) of the 
distance from the rear of the dwelling to the rear property line, whichever is less. Furthermore, patios 
should not protrude beyond sides of the house. 
 
Care should be taken not to disturb existing contours. Terracing to follow existing land contours should 
be built in small increments, or railing should be provided. 

 
No Application is required if any of the following conditions are met: 
 

¶ If a patio or walkway replaces an existing area of paving with an identical material or a material 
similar in color, texture and size. 

 

¶ If the patio or walkway would be fully enclosed by an existing privacy fence. 

 
An application is required for all other situations. 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the proposed patio and/or walkway, including dimensions. 
 

2. Material description, including the dimensions, color and style. 
 

3. Color photos, samples, and/or brochure of the proposed materials. 
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PLAY EQUIPMENT 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for most play equipment. All play equipment (swing sets, 
trampolines, playhouses, tree houses, etc.) should be located behind the house as inconspicuously as 
possible. They should be at least ten (10) feet from the rear and side property lines. Trampolines and tree 
houses should blend with the surroundings and will be considered on a case by case basis. 
 
Metal equipment must be painted a dark earth tone color (brown, green). Wood equipment should be left 
natural or stained/painted a dark wood tone color. It is preferred that the canopy should be solid blue, 
green, tan or striped color. Playhouses should generally match the existing house in style and color or 
blend in with the natural surroundings. 
 
All play equipment must be in proportion to the property. Care should be taken not to overpower the 
property with play equipment. 

 
No Application is required if one or more of the following conditions are met: 

 
Å Smaller play equipment, such as Little Tikes, is limited to two pieces not exceeding 4 feet in 

height and 4 feet in length each. 
 

Å A single sandbox that does not exceed 20 square feet in area, and one foot in height. 
Construction is of wood or plastic. 

 

An application is required for all other situations. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the play equipment. 
 

2. Material description, including dimensions, style, and color. 
 

3. Color photos, drawings, and/or manufacturerôs brochures. 
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PRIVATE SWIMMING POOLS 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all pools (other than portable above-ground pools not 
more than 36 square feet and 24ò deep). Private pools are generally discouraged because there are very 
few locations in residential areas where they can be placed without affecting adjacent properties. Usually 
pools require fencing which is proportionately too large for the lot in size and area enclosed. 
 
The primary factors to be considered when evaluating an application for a pool will be the size and 
location of the pool, the fencing proposed (County regulations determine minimum fencing 
requirements), any grading changes, landscaping, proximity to neighboring properties and public areas. 
 
Generally, private pools and decking must not be sited closer than 20 feet to the rear property line or 20 
feet to a side property line. Pools must be located to the rear of the house. Additionally, pools must 
generally be no closer than 35 feet to any adjacent dwelling, public right-of-way, open space or tot lot. 
Where wooded areas border the property, exceptions will be considered. The homeowner is responsible 
for grading and drainage, which should be carefully evaluated when making site selection. 
 
Careful consideration must be given to fencing used around any proposed pool. Approval of the fence is 
contingent upon the completion of the pool. A landscape buffer such as shrubbery is encouraged to 
soften the visual impact of the pool and fencing to neighboring properties. 
 

Please note: Above-ground pools will not be approved.  
 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the proposed pool, its associated equipment and the locations 
of all neighboring dwellings which will have visual access to the pool. 

 

2. Drawings of the proposed pool, with dimensions, showing: 

¶ Deck areas 

¶ Patio 

¶ Lighting 

¶ Walkways 

¶ Fence 

¶ Other structural changes (fire pit, grill, kitchen, etc.) 
 

3. Material description, including dimensions, style, and colors of all elements. 
 

4. Color photos, samples or manufacturerôs brochures of the proposed materials. 
 

5. Landscaping plan 
 

6. Grading plan 
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RADON MITIGATION UNITS 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
Radon mitigation units should be located in an area with minimal visual impact. Units on the front or street 
side of a house are generally not permitted. 
 

No Application is required if all of the following conditions are met: 
 

Å The pipe is located alongside a downspout (on the side or rear of the house only) and painted to 
match the downspout. Although the location alongside the downspout is preferred, it would be 
acceptable for the pipe to be vertically placed on the side or rear of the house and painted to 
match the house. Some landscaping/screening may be required. 

 

An application is required for all other situations. 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the exaction location of the proposed radon unit. 
 

2. Material description, including dimensions and colors. 
 

3. Color photo, brochure, and/or drawing of unit. 
 

4. Landscaping/screening plan, if applicable. 
 
 
 
 

RAIN BARRELS 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all rain barrels. Rain barrels should be maintained at all 
times and should be kept free of standing water on and around anything not used as part of the rain 
barrel system. The drainage/overflow/runoff should be properly diverted to not flow onto neighboring 
properties. Rain barrels should be an earth tone color or match the color of the home. Rain barrels must 
be located against the house and landscape screening should be considered to soften the visual impact 
of the rain barrel to neighboring properties. Generally, we recommend that the number of rain barrels 
does not exceed the number of downspouts. 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the proposed rain barrels. 
 

2.  Material description, including dimensions, color, style, and capacity of the barrels. 
 

3.  Color photo, brochure, and/or drawing. 
 

4.  Number of barrels.  
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ROOFS 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 

No Application is required if either of the following conditions are met: 
 

Å The roof will be replaced with the same shingle material and color.   
 

Å The roof will be replaced with an architectural style or shadow accent shingle of the same 
material and color. 

 

An application is required for all other situations. 

 
 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. Material description, to include color, and style. 
 

2. Location description (house, carport, garage, etc.). 
 

3. Color photos, samples and/or brochure of the proposed material. 
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SECURITY CAMERAS 
Fast Track is Not Available 

 

Security cameras, including wireless and doorbell style as outlined below, 
must meet all of the following conditions: 
 
¶ The number of cameras is reasonable to the size and appearance of the property. 

 

¶ The cameras do not detract from the residential look of the neighborhood. 
 

¶ Camera exterior color should be black, white, or matching the color of the surface to which they 
are attached.  
 

¶ Cameras proposed for placement on shared carports or garages require an application.  
 

 

No application is required for security cameras if all of the following 
conditions are met: 
 
¶ Doorbell style cameras installed in the doorbell location. 

 

¶ Wireless cameras no larger than 4ò wide by 4ò length by 4ò height. 
 

¶ The placement of no more than 4 cameras on the property. 
 

¶ Camera exterior color should be black, white, or matching the color of the surface to which it is 
attached.  
 

 
An application is required for all other circumstances.  

 
 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan of the property. 
 

2. A photo of the house and/or structure(s) indicating the location of the cameras. 
 

3. The number of proposed cameras. 
 

4. Material description, to include dimensions, color, and style. 
 

5. A color photograph or a manufacturerôs illustration. 
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SHEDS, TOOL/STORAGE AND DECK BOXES 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all sheds. Sheds should be proportioned to the size of the 
house and lot. Generally, sheds larger than eight (8) feet width by ten (10) feet length by eight (8) feet 
height will not be approved. All shed sizes will be reviewed on a case by case basis. Sheds with barn-
style roofs, decorative embellishments, and/or contrasting trim are discouraged. 
 
Sheds should be located behind the house as inconspicuously as possible, and at least ten (10) feet from 
the rear and side property lines. Landscape screening should be considered to soften the visual impact of 
the shed to neighboring properties. 
 
If the shed is located close or next to the house, the roofing, siding, style and trim materials should be of 
the same type and color as the house. If the house is restyled, re-sided, or a paint color change is made, 
the existing shed should match. For sheds in other locations on the lot, a natural wood-tone color is 
preferred. Lustrous and shiny metallic surfaces are generally not approvable. 
 
Deck storage boxes should be small in scale and placed at the rear of the property, either against a deck 
railing or against the rear of the home.  
 

No application is required for deck boxes if all of the following conditions are met: 

 

¶ The deck storage box is less than three (3) feet in height, three (3) feet in depth or five (5) feet in 
length. 

  

¶ The deck storage box is earth tone in color (tan, brown, gray, etc.). 
   

An application is required for all other situations.  
 
Townhouse owners should be aware that there may be additional requirements or restrictions. If you have 
any questions, please contact your townhouse homeowners association. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the shed or deck storage box to adjacent houses and property 
lines. 

 

2. Material description, to include dimensions (including height at peak), color, and style. 
 

3. Color photo, brochure, and/or drawing. 
 

4. Paint or stain chip, if applicable. 
 

5. Screening plan, if applicable. 



Approval of a project by the RAC/AC does not relieve a resident of his/her obligation(s) with respect to applicable 
Federal or state laws or Howard County codes, regulations, laws or permits. 

7/3/19                                                                                                                                           43 

 

 

SIDING AND SHUTTER REPLACEMENT 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required if the proposed re-siding material differs in color or texture 
from existing siding on the structure or if it results in change in architectural style. An application is also 
required when replacing wood siding with another material. When changing the color of the siding, the 
foundation must blend with the new color. 
 
Detached garages should be sided to match the house. Shared garages and/or shared carports will be 
considered at the same time so that they match the house. The trim color should match the shared 
carport/garage. 
 
The style of existing trim work at soffits, corners, eaves, windows and doors, accent panels, shutters or 
other stylistic features should be retained in the residing design. This will be considered an important 
requirement where these elements contribute to the visual continuity of the neighborhood by evoking 
similarities in style among nearby houses. 
 
In those cases in which a resident wishes to alter the stylistic features of the existing facade (for 
example, by replacing rough, vertical groove paneling with smooth, horizontal clapboard siding; or by 
adding shutters or accent panels) the decision will be based on the following: 

 
Å Size and shape of the residence in relation to existing and proposed materials. 
Å The variety of styles and siding materials of the homes surrounding the residence. 
Å The overall visibility of the residence from nearby public and private properties. 
 
Please Note: It is the ownerôs responsibility to ascertain whether or not the proposed building material 
meets the Howard County building and fire codes. 
 

SIDING 
 

No Application is required if any the following conditions are met: 
 

¶ Aluminum siding is being replaced with vinyl siding in same texture, color and style. 
 

¶ Vinyl siding is being replaced with vinyl siding in same color, texture and style. 
 

¶ Wood siding is being replaced with wood siding in same color, texture and style. 

 

An application is required for all other situations. 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. Material description, to include color, texture, and style. 
 

2. Location description (house, carport, garage, shed, etc.). Please include details about the proposed 
treatment of any out-buildings, such as carports and sheds. Re-siding or repainting of such structures 
may be required. 

 

3. Color photos, samples or manufacturerôs brochures of the proposed materials, colors, etc. 
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SHUTTERS 
 

No Application is required if all of the following conditions are met: 
 

¶ Existing shutters are replaced with same color and style. 
 

¶ Shutter material must be wood, plastic, vinyl or aluminum. 
 

An application is required to add shutters or alter their positions or change the color. 

 
Application Requirements: 

 

1. Material description, to include color and style. 
 

2. Location description (all windows, front windows only, upper windows only, etc.). 
 

3. Color photos, samples or manufacturerôs brochures of the proposed materials, colors, etc. 
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SIGNS 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
The placement of all signs, including temporary signs, must be in compliance with Howard County Sign 
Ordinance. Signs should be neatly lettered, clean, have a professional appearance and be maintained in 
good condition. For county sign regulations, call 410-313-1830. 

 

No Application is required for temporary signs as outlined below: 
 

¶ Rental or sale of residential property. Rental or sale of residential property. Signs indicating 
COMING SOON, SOLD,  CONTRACT PENDING or UNDER CONTRACT are not permitted. 

 

¶ Garage sale signs may be put up on the day of the event and must be taken down within 24 hours 
following the sale. 

 

¶ Candidateôs political signs must be placed in accordance to Howard Countyôs guidelines for size and 
time limits. 

  

¶ Signs advertising contracted work being done on a property may be posted for no more than 30 
days. These signs must be removed upon completion of the project. One sign is permitted per lot. 

 

No Application is required for Home Security signs if the following criteria are met: 

 

¶ A free-standing home security sign no more than twelve inches square. 

¶ Free standing signs mounted on a metal stake or wood post located no further than 10 feet from 
the front or back of the house. 

¶ No more than two freestanding signs per property. 

 
An application is required for all other signs. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. Material description of the sign(s), to include the color, font, wording, location, size, material and 
shape must be provided. 
 

2. Color photos, samples or manufacturerôs brochures of the proposed materials, colors, etc. 
 

3. A site plan showing the location of the sign(s) to adjacent houses and open spaces and to property 
lines. 
 

4. Color photos, samples or manufacturerôs brochures of the proposed materials, colors, etc. 
 

5. A site plan showing the location of the sign(s) to adjacent houses and open spaces and to property 
lines. 
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SOLAR COLLECTORS 
Fast Track is Available 

 
An Exterior Alteration Application is required for all solar collectors. Solar collectors can have a 
considerable visual impact on a structure due to their size. It is, therefore, important to properly 
integrate the collector into the design of the house to minimize visual impact. Collectors should be 
located so as to give maximum advantage to the user and minimum design impact on the structure. 
 
Large collectors on a sloping roof must appear to be flush with the roof. Collectors on a flat roof should 
be set back and concealed with a parapet unless integrated with the roof design of the structure. Smaller 
collectors may be laid on top of a sloping roof and finished to appear like a skylight. 
 
Collectors should be constructed of glass with wood or metal trim. All trim should be painted to match 
the background color of the roof. Plexiglas is not acceptable, because it sags and yields an 
unsatisfactory appearance. All pipe work should be concealed. 
 
Free standing collectors must be located behind the structure and completely concealed from the road, 
neighboring properties and open space or worked into another architectural element. 
 
Please Note: The homeowner will be held responsible for the maintenance of solar panels regardless 
of whether the solar panels are rented or purchased. 
 

For Fast Track Process, collectors must be panel style and flush mounted to the roof. The frame must 

be metal in black, silver, or dark brown to blend with the roof. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. Material description, including the dimensions, and color. 
 

2. Drawing, diagram, or photo of house showing the proposed location and number of solar collectors.   
 

3. Details and/or elevation drawings to show how the collector edges will meet the roof. 
 

4. Drawing or diagram showing location of conduit piping and inverter box.  
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TOWNHOUSES AND CONDOMINIUMS 
 
It is important to maintain the original architectural character or theme of the association.  Any exterior 
changes should not conflict with the original plan.  A complete application is required for ALL exterior 
alterations. 
 
Å Common HOA property: When making an exterior change to the common area of a 

townhouse or condominium, an Exterior Alteration Application must be signed by a member of 
the Board of Directors of the respective association. If work is to be done in stages, i.e. 
landscaping, a master plan shall be submitted. 

 
Å Individually owned property: Some homeowners associations have more restrictive 

architectural guidelines than those of the Village. Please consult with your townhouse or 
condominium association board before submitting an Exterior Alteration Application. 
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TEMPORARY STORAGE UNIT (i.e. PODS) 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 

No Application is required if the following conditions are met: 

 
Å The temporary storage unit (no more than two) shall remain on the lot for no more than thirty 

days. 

 
Å Resident must contact the Covenant Advisor at Hickory Ridge (410-730-7327) prior to having a 

temporary storage unit(s) delivered to your property. 
 

An application is required if one or more of the above conditions are not met. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1.  Site plan that shows the location of the temporary storage unit(s). 
 

2.  Number of storage unit(s). 
 

3.  The dates and timeframes in which the temporary storage unit(s) will remain on the lot. 
 

4.  Reason(s) that necessitates the temporary storage unit(s) to remain on the lot for more than 30 
days. 

 

For information on temporary dumpsters, please refer to the ñMaintenanceò section of the guidelines. 
Please also contact Howard County Department of Planning & Zoning at 410-313-2350 to ensure 
compliance with the county code. 
 
 

 

TRASH AND RECYCLABLES 
 

 
Please refer to Section 8.06 of the Hickory Ridge Village Covenants. 
 
Trash and recyclables may not be put out before 6:00 pm the night prior to pick up. Receptacles must 
be collected the same day of the pickup and stored in such a manner so that they cannot be seen from 
adjacent and surrounding property. 
 
No refuse or bulk materials may accumulate on any lot and no items may be disposed of on Columbia 
Association open space land. 
 
Information about recycling, trash collection, and bulk item collection can be obtained by calling 
Howard County at 410-313-6444 or at www.co.ho.md.us. 
 

http://www.co.ho.md.us/
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TREE REMOVAL 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
When a tree is removed, the stump must be removed to below ground level. If there are large, 
protruding roots, they must also be removed. The area must then be blended with the surrounding 
landscaping. For example, if the surrounding area is grass, the area should be leveled and re-seeded. 
If the area is within a planting bed or grouping of trees, it should be mulched. The intent is that there be 
no sign that a tree was ever there. All wood must be removed or stacked and split within 60 days of tree 
removal. (see Woodpile Guideline for more information) 
  

 

No Application is required if any of the following conditions are met: 
 

Å The tree is dead. 

 
Å The tree is less than 6 inches in diameter (measured from a point two feet above ground level). 

 
Å There is only one tree being removed, regardless of size, and no other trees have been 

removed from the property within the last twelve months. 

 
Å Up to two trees may be removed, regardless of size, when they are within 15 feet of the house. 
 

An application is required for all other situations. 

 

Application Requirements: 
 

1. A site plan showing the location of the tree(s) to be removed.  
 

2. The tree(s) should be marked (ribbon, etc.) to assist in identification during the site visit. 
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WINDOWS AND SLIDING GLASS DOORS 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
An exterior alteration application is required for all additional windows and sliding glass doors, and 
replacement windows and sliding glass doors that vary from the existing. Windows should be in 
keeping with the style and exterior color scheme of the house. Proposed additional windows and 
sliding glass doors should be uniform with other existing windows (grids, mullions, trim, color, etc.). 
 

Please Note: Townhouse and condominium owners may have additional requirements or restrictions. If 
you have any questions, please consult with your townhouse or condominium association board. 

 

No Application is required if the following conditions are met: 
 

Å The sliding glass doors and windows being replaced are the exact same color, size and style as the 
existing windows. All windows and sliders and associated trim and window trim on the house should 
be the same color. 

 
Å Sliding glass doors that are converted to French doors (and vice versa) that are the exact same 

color and size as the existing sliding glass door. 
 

An application is required for all other situations. 

 
Application Requirements: 
 

1. Material description of the windows or sliding glass doors, to include colors, dimensions, and styles. 
 

2. Color photo, brochure and/or drawing showing the proposed windows and/or sliding glass doors. If 
window or door trim is not white, the photo or brochure must show the proposed color. 

 

3. For additional windows and sliding glass doors, or windows and sliders that are different dimensions 
and/or moving to a new location, please provide a drawing and/or photo of the home showing the 
proposed windows and sliders in their new location.  
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WOODPILES 
Fast Track Is Not Available 

 
It is recommended that wood be stacked off the ground, and next to an existing structure, separated by 
several inches from the structure to discourage termites and rodents.  Screening or plantings may be 
required. 

 
No Application is required if the following condition is met: 

 

Å The woodpile is not readily visible from the street or neighbor's view. 
 
An application is required for all other woodpile locations. 

 
Application Requirements: 

 

1. A site plan showing the location of the woodpile. 
 

2. Material description of the wood rack, to include dimensions, and color. 
 

3. Color photo, brochure and/or drawing of the wood storage rack, if applicable. 
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4.  
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PLEASE READ BEFORE SUBMITTING APPLICATION 
 

Exterior Alteration Applications cannot be processed and placed on the agenda unless 
all required information is included. Incomplete Applications will be returned to the 
Property Owner. Please use the following checklist. 

 

   Read the guideline pertaining to your alteration. The Architectural Guidelines can be 
viewed on the Village website, hickoryridgevillage.org, under Making Exterior Changes. 
Printed copies are available at The Hawthorn Center. 

 

   Complete the application form including: Type of House; Design; Current Color of 
house/siding, trim, roof, shutters, door; Description of Proposed Changes. 

 

   If changes apply to a property subject to another Homeownerôs Association, it is the 
homeownerôs responsibility to obtain approval, if required, from the Homeownerôs Association 
which may have different or more restrictive guidelines. In most cases, the more restrictive 
criteria shall apply. 

 

   Include site plan/plat plan. Show the location of any proposed exterior alterations 
including distance to property lines from proposed alteration. New or replacement doors, 
windows, siding, and painting/staining do not require a site plan. 

 

   Include drawings to scale and/or pictures of the proposed alterations/additions. Please 
include all dimensions, including elevations of all views. 

 

   Include color chips, material samples, clippings, brochures and/or photos of materials.  A 
verbal or written description is NOT acceptable for color changes. If the alteration is wood and 
is to remain natural, the type of wood should be noted and a statement that it will remain natural. 

 

         Obtain neighbor signatures. Neighbor signatures are strongly encouraged, but are only 
required for the Fast Track application process. Signatures indicate awareness of intent, not 
approval or disapproval. 

 

   Sign and Date the application. Property Owner signature is required on the application. A 
Renter may not sign on behalf of the Property Owner. 

 
FAST TRACK Process 
Exterior alterations eligible for Fast Track are: Decks, Fences, Gutters & Downspouts, an In-
home business, CA Rain Gardens, and Solar Collectors. All applications for consideration under 
the Fast Track process must be submitted by noon on any Monday that the village office is open. 
Please review the Architectural Guidelines for the Fast Track requirements. 

 

For your information: The Architectural Guidelines, Exterior Alteration Applications, In-Home 
Business Applications, submission deadlines and the RAC meeting dates can be picked up at 
The Hawthorn Center and can be found on our website www.hickoryridgevillage.org. Applicants 
are encouraged to attend the RAC meetings which begin at 7:30pm at The Hawthorn Center. If 
you have any questions regarding the Exterior Alteration Application process, please contact the 
Covenant Advisor at 410-730-7327 or kristina@hickoryridgevillage.org. You may also stop by 
The Hawthorn Center at 6175 Sunny Spring, Columbia, MD 21044. 

http://www.hickoryridgevillage.org/
mailto:kristina@hickoryridgevillage.org

